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Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Alexander K. 
| Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 
| Scott, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whit- 
ney, and Zollhicoffer. 
For Mr. Zollicoffer—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Cox, | 
and Lake. 


R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kel- 
sev,King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Rob- 


For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Waiker—Mr. Eustis. 

|| For Mr. Carlile—Mr. Marshall. 

|| For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Moore. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 


| For Mr. Paine—Mr. William R. Smith. 
Orr—Messrs. Shorter and Williams. 








bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo- 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap- 
an, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, W: e, 
Vakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bayly, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Vlingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Craige, Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Romgeen W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, H Hickman, Houston, Jewett, 

W. Jones, % Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMul- 
lin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William mith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, , Vail, Warmer, Wat- 
Se a vinslow, and John V. Wri t. ‘ 
aan Mr. Messrs. Broom, Bayard Clark, Cullen 

eary Winter Davis, Edie, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, 
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cham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nich- 
ols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker,Pearce, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbin’, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thor- 
ington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wake- 
man, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Ellibu B. Washurne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For_Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson k. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge Savage, 
Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, Bayard Clark, Cullen, 
Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Alexander 
K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Ready, 
Ricard, Rivers, Scott, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Whitney and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Zollicoffer—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Cox, and Lake. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Shorter and Williams. 

For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 

For Mr. Etheridge—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 


json, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, For Mr. N For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Richardson. 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, For Mr. Etheridge—Mr. Dunn. The H ded the fi fifth ti 
‘Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, For Mr, Campbell—Mr. Carlile. 1¢ FLouse proceeded the forty-fiith time to vote 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, ang Wood- For Mr. Walker—Mr. Eustis. — number of votes cast, 223; necessary to a choice, - 
worth. , For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 112: of which— 
For Mr. -Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, For Mr. Carlile—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. — ; 
Barksdale, Bayly, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Moore. Nathaniel P. Banks received.........++: cela acne 106 
Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, For Mr. Ruffin—Mr. Richardson. William A. Richardson............. Secceceve eevee 14 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, For Mr. Pame—Mr. William R. Smith. | Henry M. PEL Sivdee ci ces coved wieeneeeleeten). ae 
Craige, Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. | Felix K. Zollicoffer.........cesccoes covcesecsceve 4 
English, Evans, set ae Thomas So a For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. —— a + Batones mane sosngesecnersnnsiad iseore B 
soode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, ' . at «i arner L,. Underwood.....0...css\ecees e escees ms 
oe . Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, | Mr. STANTON. I think it is erfectly appa- |} John 8. Carlile............seccsscce cee, eve ssanne 98 
f George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, |; rent from what has been done to- ay, that there |} Robert T. Paine...... CSdvee crcced cond cdccduneed > a 
, Letcher, Lumpkin, Some cr ain, feta Caan, | is no possibility of coming to a vote upon which |, on m, Romer ooo een ceceec even cccscssecsesenene : 
: jin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, || ie s. eo vs 5 | erey V OP ovccces peeeteneces 06 toccccccssebedes 
: ae Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- || * majority can unite. The re seems to me to be ‘| Humphrey Marshall....... iguesesenensansian neve ym 
; didge, Savage, Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, || & Necessit either for further consultation or of | Emerson Etheridge. ... cscccscccccucccesccce cece ov 1 
, Stephens, ‘oo Tone, rarer rae Warner, Wat- || the adoption of a plurality resolution. With a | _— Seon Heneee esate recatdddncs. oes aie . 
- sins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. riew of giving the majority y “e ity | enjamin F. Leiter ..... 6... .eees O ce ev eececetecee 
. kins,’ \er ublon Badass: Wtoons, Calin, teary Wiebe view of giving the majority one more opportunity } —... ner aek ae 
ae sa Bt og Bor: cae to unite, I move that the House do now adjourn. 
’ Davis, Edie, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, > ee J So th hake 
’ Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Alexander K. aes. Mill- Mr. MATTESON. _Iask for tellers upon that | oO there was no choice, 
; . ward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, || motion. The following is the vote in detail: 
> . Tei Tnderw, Te Thitnay. s . ’ ‘ 
’ eee ope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, and Tellers were ordered. | For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
: Z For Mr. Zollicoffer—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Cox The Clerk appointed Messrs. Marreson and Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
; end Lake. : 7 > || Boyce as tellers. miles, Bradehew, Brenton, Butington, Dustingsese, domes 
ae" _— Messrs. S yop . a ce ‘ tit Ne _ || H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
, C ~ Do res ena and Williams ood Sven BR W re no and the tellers re i| Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
i ‘or Mr. Penninston—Mr. Edwards. ported—ayes 05, noes Ju. . | rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
yo For Mr. Onderwood—Mr. Etheridge. So the House refused to adjourn. Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway , Giddings, Gilbert, 
. Fee Hr, Wathor-—tir. Eustis. The House proceeded the forty-fourth time to || Bien sa > erty glee o— eee — 
, af For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller, rote for Sneake daha thaGaltunstemdnantic Ui teske Tice orton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Ke 
. F For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Moore. | vote forSpeaker, with the following result: tole || sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
., Ss For Mr. Cobb—Mr. Richardson. number of votes, 225; necessary toa choice, 113; Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meachain, Killian Mil- 
For Mr. Paine—Mr. William R. Smith. | of which— a — a, es aes ee. — An- 
i, 5 ‘oy Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. a ay ay | drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
e, . ro i Caeplel he. Caution ' ee See “9 HPD acodan sreapnesiy evant rs | Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
_ For Mr. Carliile—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. Henry M. Fuller. , + ied. Soe 28 | Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
. = For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. | Ste i. Seliecter........ meee aren 4 Stanton, Stranahan, fappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
r, Hi The H = RPE | SET ae ye am Rediemrs 2k. wittt . | eee tey | 2 Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron 
9 _ she Fiouse proceeded to vote the forty-third || Sean > pes) wee eeeeereeeeee wanes se eeeeerees | Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eilihu B. Washburne, Israe! 
k, time for Speaker, with the following result: || eno ant Aro teeeee se eeeeeeceresesereeoenes : | Washburn, Watson, Weich, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
e, Whole number of votes cast, 226; necessary toa Warn ae... areas worth. 
: : PET Ess UGE WOO «goin s ciccsndcocesebicdsoce & ) Ps , ; » 
¥- choice, 114; of which— John Scott Harrison..........0-eeeees daiwa FF — am. sicher ine TOTO. Aiken, Aiea, Basclay, 
s- 5 E . tet a arksdale, Bell, Heury 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Nathaniel P. Banks received.........seeeeeees asp 107 Pe pee alker. Nes Coughpde jocsne vows soacedécedecose J | Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
. William A. Richardson........ bbc keds as eehees oxecdD John . 7 sasevesceccees eoeces seteceeeeeeeee | Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
3. Henry M. Fuller ee oe cece ccereeeecs cece cece cecece .-28 saa I. Dass 4006h 6 Udit eienaeteepetet : Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
or PRX Fic Se nk ct wccvncnbiccdend teeeeeee eeee 3 Robe es an enent Sen eeseeseeee Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller. Goode, 
Y, James L. Orr. ... DeReSerercenccacdeoncescos-cooeeecs 2 j ; if * . Paine.... © oS cece Seen sececece eccec cose : Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
d, Emerson Etheridge settee eeeeees Pete ee cree sees eevee l Olin Ay QUALMAN «+++ eeeeeeeeeereressceeenese sees L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
John P. Campbell hass.¢ desuaswe pabuclcedeee buasedkte 1 There was no choice. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Leteher, 
x, John Scott MarrisOn.........seeeeeeeeceeseesecees I ; s : : 3 Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Percy Ww alker Sve Cocesecede aces Cccccccececccecoces 1 The following is the vote in detail: Queen, Smith Miller, Milison, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
nate qoererenscor sccumonge ; For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, || Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Benjensin #. Beaieericicsccvscc.sc. cece: sake Wk “ss Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, || Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
Pn ee I a OREN RCA Bliss. Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Se REE et ensitpin ogre sh ots chovinns a2 | H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Winslow, see * . Wright. ian 
aaa ta *srrteecresseesss y || Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, Cullen, Henry Winter 
ene ogcesecos SOE ike seers Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- || Davis, Edic, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Folin Witham. cece secs cc cess cotecccccccssécctes | son, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emric, Flagler, Galloway, || Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Mill- 
So there was no choice. Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, || Ward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Ready, Rieaud, Rivers, Scott, 
oe . “y, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- || Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whituey, and 
The following is the vote in detail: ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Zollicoffer. . ‘ ; 
For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- || Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc-Carty, Mea- For Mr. Zollicoffer—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, 





Cox, and Lake. 
For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Shurter and Williams. 
For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 
For Mr. Carlile—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 
For Mr. Paine—Mr. William R. Smith. 
For Mr. Savage—Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. Walker—Mr. Eustis. 
For Mr. H. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 
For Mr. Etheri¢ge—Mr. Dunn. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Moore. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 


Mr.GALLOWAY. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thereupon the House, at five minutes past 
three o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 12, 1855. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CASS. Agreeably to the notice which I 
gave yesterday, | now'move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the election of the standing commitices, 
except the Committee on Printing. I shall not 


| make any motion at present for the election of 
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that committee. I move that we proceed to the || The ballots having been collected and can- 


election of the other standing committees of the | 
Senate. 
‘The motion was agreed td, 


Mr. CASS. It has been usual latterly, on these 
occasions, by the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate, to dispense with the vote by ballot. That 
course expedites the business very much; and I 
think it would be better if the Senate would con- 
sent to take that course now. I know that todo 
so will require unanimous consent, and if any | 
gentleman insists on electing by ballot, it must be 
done; but to try the question, I move to dispense | 
with so much of the rules as requires us to pro- | 
ceed by ballot in the choice of committees. | 

Mr. HALE. Let the rules be observed. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection is made. 

Mr. CASS. Then we must vote by ballot. | 

The PRESIDENT. Senators will prepare | 
their ballots for chairman of the Committee on || 
Foreign Relations, that being the first on the | 
list. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. lIask for the reading of 
the rule, which directs the mode of balloting for 
comrittees, 

The rule was read, as follows: 

«35. In the appointmentof the standing committees, the 
fenate will proceed, by ballot, severally to appoint the chair- 
man of each committee, and then, by one ballot, the other 
members necessary to complete the same; and a majority of 
the whole number of votes given shall be necessary to the || 
choice of a chairman of a standing committee. All other || 
committees shall be appointed by ballot, and a plurality of || 
votes shall make a choice.” 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inquire if | 
there be any objection on the part of Senators to || 
balloting for the chairmen of all the committees 
on the same ballot? It would save a great deal | 
of time. 

Mr. HALE. Follow the rule. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think, Mr. President, we | 
had better follow the rule. 

The PRESIDENT. The rule has been to 
ballot for chairman of each committee first. 

Mr. CASS. The ballots are prepared, and it 
will be necessary for every gentleman now to cut 
off the first name on each ballot that stands as 
chairman. It would be better then to go on with | 
the same committee; otherwise we might not be | 
able to adhere precisely to the arrangement as to 
the relation they bear to the committees. 

The PRESIDENT. Senators then will pre- 
pare their ballots, first, for chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

The ballots having been collected and canvassed, 
the President announced that— 


Seen tpocanennaneinenate al 


ballot, I would ask, for the purpose of econo- 


| separate ballots, so that they may be taken alto- 
| gether? 


| jority of the bod 


| quired. 
/ a motion? 


| rule be suspended? 


ida asks the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
pet to the election of the committees by one 





Mr. Mason had received ...... scseccceeesess 31 votes. 
Bs Ns we ok. <icins coved eet are oe 
VEEL chevanpathed seamen ke 4000-00 0000-6 ao 
Mr. Crittenden..... $0 thesanhent ne deetac an Saal ee 
OS rr aatke 45bs nde beeews ware. = 
s+ ivithssstunss Sams Oodeae aa cbeseas’ ‘Ss 
Se PN ss 6 tne on babe keestacesece Sinn kasd oS 
cock bSEh stnace i56h00 banca éieaaiaee © 


Mr. Mason having received a ay of all 
the votes given, was declared duly elected chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT. Senators will now pre- | 
pare their ballots for the remaining members of | 
ihe Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I think the rule 
says that, inthe appointment of the standing 
committees, the Senate will proceed, by ballot, | 
severally, to appoint the chairman of each com- 
mittee, and then, by one ballot, the other mem- 
bers necessary to complete the same. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senate prefer to | 
ego on and name the chairmen first of all the com- 
mittees ? 

Mr. HALE. That is the way the rule reads. 

The PRESIDENT, The practice has been 
otherwise, I am informed. 

Mr, STUART. | think the construction of the 
rule is as intimated from the Chair. The word 
** severally’? controls the whole act. You ballot, 
in the first place, as to all the committees, first 
for chairman, and then in one ballot for all the 
rest of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. That has been the prac- 
tice. Does the Senator from New Hampshire 
appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

r. HALE. No, sir. 

‘The PRESIDENT. Senators will prepare their 
ballots for the other members of the Committee 
ou Foreign Relations. 





| canvassing these votes, we may proceed to vote 
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vassed, the President announced that— 
Mr. Douglas had received..............es000. 32 votes. 
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pe_t, Mr. Crayton, Mr. Weer, and Mr. 
Fisu, having received the greatest number of | 
votes given, are elected members of the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. YULEE. Before proceeding to the next 


mizing time, whether it would not be in order to 
move to dispense with the rule which requires 


Mr. BUTLER, They have refused that. 
Mr. YULEE. Cannot that be done by a ma- 


? 
The PRESIDENT. The rule can only be 
altered by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BUTLER. To alter a rule requires a 
day’s notice. 
The PRESIDENT. A day’s notice is re- 
Does the Senator .rom Florida submit | 


aie $$  nnenannnnn na 


Mr. YULEE. I submit the motion that the 


The PRESIDENT. It will require unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. YULEE. I submit the motion for the 
Ss of economizing time. 
_ The PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no ob- 
ection, 
’ Mr. SUMNER. Will the Chair be good 
enough to state the motion ? 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Flor- 


allot. 

Mr. YULEE. My proposition is to dispense 
with as much of the rule as requires a separate 
vote for the chairman and the other members of | 
a committee, so that a vote may be taken for the 
whole of a committee at once. 

The PRESIDENT. TheChairhears no objec- 
tion to the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I guess it will be better to go on, 
sir, and vote. It will not save a great deal of 
time. 

Mr. YULEE. It would save half the time. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
New Hampshire object to the motion? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. Senators will proceed to 
ballot for chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

The ballots were collected, and while the Pres- 
ident was canvassing them, 

Mr. HAMLIN rose and said: I suggest for the 
consideration of Senators that, while the Chair is 





for the body of the committee. This will be 
equivalent to a saving of about one half the time. 
The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection 
Senators will go on and prepare their ballots for 
the residue of the members of the committee. 
The canvassing having been completed, the 
President announced that— 
Mr. Hunter had received ...... +++... 000034 Votes, 
Die Obs cancer sccesens ees &“ 
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Pi RUN Ak coneRtne or enekpsscanéeccanneact ie 
BET eR ndkds cenekedsscseuncendens vesnad > ae 
PNT MEE on. 560:50000ccgGseuse ts caterer eee 
Mr. Hoyter having received a majority of all 
the votes, was declared elected chairman of the 
Committee on Finance. 
For the members of the Committee on Finance 
the following was the vote: 
Mr. Toucey received...... cece coccccccsccese WORER. 
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The PRESIDENT. Mr. Tovcey, Mr. 


| Pearce, Mr. Srvart, Mr. Bropueap, and Mr. 


CRITTENDEN, havi 
the votes, are elec 
on Finance. 


For chairman of the Committee on Commerce: 


received a majority of alj 
members of the Committee 


Mr. Hamllin received .....0 cccccccceses seoses votes, 
Mr. Seward...... S600 So ahbeeeedee cose whee as s & 
Mr. Fessenden ..... ga vbchupe meee as Seamed car 7- 
SRN ci ns dccenc coccddubasntpasidachsecsne’ ons 1 « 


Mr. Hamuin having received a majority of al] 
the votes cast, was declared elected chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce. 

For the remaining members of that committee, 
the vote was: 

Mr. Dodge received....... 





cccccebecds cen WORE 
Mr. Stuart...... e ecesesned . 32 «& 
Mr. Seward éXe cediee per 34 
) a mwhesedeoces¢ epekes essay 
Mr. Benjamin........... Us bodes hece Sean eeuee 
Mr. Butler..... @ eecces ccccectces cece Sateced 9 S 
BOs COMPEERirncs s cecodsnctacssecadeesorsm a: 
BS. POGUOMEON . occ ncctccdccs dccvecscceessan S © 
Mr. Foster..... ads ckca seks CFEC co éesvessetes 2 
Bat. GOyee.. ve csedsvss ebee sven ender ose n -& 
Mr. Hale ebevesne eeesee Lan, * 
Mr. Wilson ...... ‘hanna dddcadhaepeeatsiies 2 


Mr. Donee, Mr. Sruart, Mr. Sewarp, Mr. 
Cray, and Mr. Bensamin, having received the 
greatest number of votes cast, were declared to 


be elected members of the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
For chairman of the Committee on Manufac- 
tures: 
Mr. Wright received.....ccccecccccccccecesed0 VOteS, 





Mr. Fessenden. .ccces ccctce eves 

Mir. SUMNESTs oon 6ccd cbve ve dattioses cvccesnnde 37% 

Mir: Wihtttisiéc cses cess sadedesod Run 

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Wricur having re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast, is elected 
chairman of the Committee on Manufactures. 

The votes for the remaining members of that 
committee were canvassed, and announced as 
follows: 


eeeee wees 


Mr. Allen received ..cccccccocscccccccce coccdd VOteS, 
WET. COMO 60 650k Swe cucvcsectecencebcciageue = 
Wale WEMOE 6 n0n04 dotcdccactvese eines re Bel 
Mr. Trumbull..... 6 d0sesabavescue stenebsene et... 
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Mr. BAYARD. It does not appear to me that 
there is a quorum voting.” It takés thirty-two 
Senators to make a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT. There is, doubtless, a 
soem present. Mr. Anven, Mr. Haran, 

r. Wizson, and Mr. TrumsButt, having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast, are elected 
members of the Committee on Manufactures. 

The votes for chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture having been, canvassed, the result 
was: 

Mr. Allen received.......sseesseesees 

Blank.......00- 

The PRESIDENT. The result of this ballot- 
ing does not show a quorum of Senators voting; 
but there evidently is a quorum here. 

Mr. STUART. There is certainly a quorum 
present. Ifthe pages who collect the ballots will 
proceed again, they can obtain the votes of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDENT. Senators present will 
please vote. 

Mr. HUNTER. ' The difficulty is that the last 
vote shows no quorum. What is to be done in 
that case? 

The PRESIDENT. We must take the vote 
over again. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. By common consent we 
can allow those to vote who have not already 
done so. 

Mr. RUSK. I move that Mr. Aien be de- 
clared elected chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture. That can be done by unanimous 
cohsent. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will consider 
the ballot as not closed, and Senators whe have 
not voted can have an opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. CASS. What objection can there be to 
sending the boxes round for the votes of those 
Senators who have not voted? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has ordered 
that to be done. 
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“if The additional votes having been collected and 


canvassed, the result was anneunced to be as 
yllows: 

—_ Allen received. ...scesccecseseececeesesdd VOtCS. 
Mr. Durkee... ecce cece cerceecteeseee seen ce 3 «6 

Mr. Bell, of Temmesse@......seseeeecesceeee Lf 
Mr. Wade..cccccccesccccccccsecccecsscceee L 
Blank....cccccccecsecccesccsccseccscececee Lb 


yotes cast, was elected chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 
The vote for the remaining members of that | 


Mr. Auten having réceived a majority of the 
i} 


committee was, for— 
Mr. Hunter. .cccccoccccccteccccsccseccecs « dd VOCER 
Mr. Wade ..ccccocces cccceccccecs Pecccccceees Fn: 


Mr. Thomson, of New Jersey......s000e00+- 33 
Dir. HOTIABswcedecceens cccadoahtspcsecsesctoam, 
Mr. Brown ...eeeeees sc 
Mr. Hunter, Mr. Wane, Mr. Toomson of New | 
Jersey, and Mr. Haran, were declared elected | 
members of the Committee on Agriculture. 
For chairman of the Committee on Military | 
Affairs: | 
Mr. Weller received ......ceeeeeceeeeeceeecde VOLES, 
Mr. Wilson......- 7 « 
Mr. Bell, of New Hampshire......... isietrae .S 
Mr. Wade...ccccceccccecees cece tetsoossee &. “4 


eee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee eee ‘ 


Mr. Weer having received a ee of all | 


the votes cast, was declared duly elected chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The result of the balloting for the residue of 
the members of the Committee on Military 
Affairs was announced as follows: 





Mr. Fitzpatrick received.......... evcecceccedkd VOTES, 
Mer. JORNSOM owes cececicccdecsccccctssccesscms © 
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee .....cccccscecesesrad * 
Bir. IVOCOGR soccccdcccevscccctcecsetcsocsocees © | 
Mr. Pratheccocccccecces sosececccsscecs men *S 
Mr. Benjamtimeccccccccccccccescccsccctccces bh 8 
Mr. FOROS ccc Kinedcdsetctecsccsscetesdcton 1b 
Me. Bales ccicccccsnaqesccsecccccctcesocaces 1 © 
Mr. Stuart...... o6 Cwbooncsecetsedcasccsaese A )™ 
Bir.. WRG. » ca cecceo ss ee ons eRentenveeisenent a ™ 
BieR ns inetccedcessecsasesen esecetiqzuisssonn es +O 


Messrs. Firzpatrick, Jounson, Jones of 
Tennessee, Iverson, and Pratt, were declared 
elected members of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

For chairman of the Committee on the Mili- 


Mr. Hovston having received a majority of 
the votes cast, was elected chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Militia. : 

The ballots for the residue of the members of | 
that committee having been canvassed, were an- 
nounced as follows: 

Mr. Dodge received... cwessscessesceceesseesd4 VOtES, 
| 


tia: 
Mr. Houston received. ..ccccccccccscscccsces 29 votes. | 

BEE, TEMS oo Sduigidc dcledclidension’ vecoevencasues 2% | 

Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky............... lb 

Bie. Wan ss Shedd esiseccccccs hued eeauie, & | 

Blank... ..eeceeees bc bebe eh cccccesecaccwccsee @ | © 

| 

| 

| 


Mr. Biggs........ w——_— 
Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky.........00.....33 
Mr. Bell, of New Hampshire................33 
Mr. TAMAR evisiccccsvoncicsiivcscccccccccsss 1 
Bip. Reels, cccvinsde's cece cetewessccsccedsicces b 8 
Maa css ede ckh sees <i ctie ci endiescdecese 3 


Messrs. Dover, Bices, THomrson of Ken- 
tucky, and Bert of New Hampshire, were de- 
clared elected members of the Committee on the 
Militia. 

The ballots for chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs having been canvassed, the result 
was announced as follows: 


Mr. Mallory received ...2...ecceeeseceeeeessdd VOCS. 
DEG FUR A ese Wo) besa 8ei se Hhivvesiesc.. G4 
Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky................2 
Sip Wilder thnisaes Taste dass cons'tcaece 4 
DN, 5 ceo Ca Ven. caus ec dctaseedea = 


Mr. Mattory having received a majority of 
the votes cast, was declared to be elected chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAYARD. After the remainder of the 
members of the Committee on Naval Affairs are 
elected, I shall ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to vote for chairmen and members of the 
residue of the committees together. My motion 
1S,as to the other committees, to vote for chairman 
and members together, so as to save as much time 
as possible. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate for that purpose. 

Mr. PRATT. e might as well also elect all 

e€ committees at once. 

Mr. BAYARD. My motion applies to all the 
committees which remain after electing the other 
members of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
oan PRESIDENT. It will require unanimous 

nsent. 


Mr. HALE. - I do not wish to misunderstand 


| 
Mr. Thomson, of New Jersey, received...... 33 votes, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 





the Senator from Delaware. I understood his 
proposition was to vote for all the members of a 
committee at one ballot, and not for all the com- 
mittees at once. 

Mr. BAYARD. My motion is to vote for the 
chairman and all the members of a committee at | 
a single ballot, without electing the chairman and 
the other members by‘separate ballots. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to that. 

The PRESIDENT. There being no objec- | 
tion, that course will be pursued as to the resi- 


| due of the committees. 


The vote for members of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was announced as follows: 


| oe eee Ch0es beusdace taseseses osonue = 
POG Saicda Wrasse ebdeaks sddece cvcncanac Sass 
Wats GUUS dag 6 EkaucENiss’s bc cttcaalnrae “ 
Bie. Belt, of TOMO. oo cscckicccccccecdcs HO 
Bek, CMs on cneagads cee cachet casedt uss « awe st 
Mn tb ke Geand cb kebatucausecenste ite alias 4 « 


| Messrs. THomson of New Jersey, Fisn, Stu- 
| DELL, James, and Beit of Tennessee, were de- 
clared to be elected members of the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 

| In accordance with the order adopted on Mr. 
Bayarp’s motion, each of the remaining com- 


the ballots. 
The vote for the Committee on Public Lands 
was canvassed, and announced as follows: 


Mr. Stuart (chairman) received.......... s..o2 Votes, 
PL ere peleee eee oer eoeitcan = 
Mr. Foot...... © Shc bdecWeusncncess'’t aeeedacsueee A" 

b:? Dee CRO on ddvnc excess Gntedenecavescsesscee 

| Br. Pugh ...cicvccksone Sisceoeddonccecesaccum~ 

| Mr. Mallory.....ccees Onne Ceensr.cccececce a are 

MC ack ct dehe satcds cebiccagedanteccaes orm 

| 

| 


The committee, therefore, consists of Mr. 

| Srvarr, chairman, Mr. Jounson, Mr. Foor, Mr. 
Crayton, Mr. Puen, and Mr. Matiory. 

The balloting for the Committee on Private 

Land Claims resulted in the election of Mr Bew- 


Jamin, chairman, Mr. Bieas, Mr. THompson of | 


Kentucky, Mr. Foster, each of whom received 
| thirty-four votes, and Mr. Wirson, who received 
thirty-two votes. There were eight blank votes. 

The balloting for the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs resulted in the election of Mr. Senast1an, 
| chairman, Mr. Resx, Mr. Toomss, Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Rew, and Mr. Beut of Tennessee, for each 


ballots were cast. 
Mr. TOUCEY. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


| committees chosen by a single ballot, 
| The PRESIDENT. 
consent. 
| Mr. HALE. We had better go through ac- 
| cording to the rule. 
| The PRESIDENT. Objection being, made, 
| the motion of the Senator from Connecticut can- 
| not be entertained. 
| ‘The ballots for the Committee on Claims having 
| been canvassed, the result was announced as fol- 
| lows: 

Mr. Brodhead (chairman) received.... 34 votes. 


WENGE 5 cok kk as cavaueesed tices aaseeae: = 
BEN COMIN, sac Gb 6 444 chccdbEede gs 0ées ccucente” 
Bet> BU wd abrdcdvéceds btnneodsed cod iit = 
Date, SRM SCik kd owe Uédedeoksckcdiape tesserae = 
Mr. Fessenden.......... dbnas chad es whies «be es am 
Beiveccccccsk Sioveccatectatevanesanec dane § « 


So Mr. Bropneap, chairman, Mr. Geyer, 
Mr. Iverson, Mr. Yuteer, Mr. Wane, and Mr. 
| FessENDEN, constitute the Committee on Claims. 


} . . 
| The balloting for the Committee on Revolu- | 
} 


| tionary Claims resulted as follows: 


Mr. Evans (chairman) received..........+..003 Votes. 
PNP ECiiec bdcbccnddetdepededbeccscsccéssoaw  ™ 
DRE TEs ds aso civinng d55k ccncces séepecccse Be & 
PU cane. cccdensences sae secccoesccsan © 
PR RPOTENO sec co ncce acnececds ooo 8 


WONG ccds: ct chcccccsles «» Latkes sence 
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The committee is composed of Mr. Butier, 
chairman, Mr. Toucry, Mr. Bavarp, Mr. Gever, 
Mr. Toomss, and Mr. Puen. 

The result of the balloting for the Committee 


|| on the Post Officeand Post Roads was as follows: 


Mr. Rusk («liairman) received. ..............33 votes. 
oe ee Pert eee eee otecdesse |S 
Mr. Hamlin.......es Ga WEs 05s cid boewer dt seca .4 
BE, BN ocestenn cdntedepeseses esac a y§ 
PEs SO GE SMR antecuacesacsesenicacceacsl: © 
BET. CEC ans 0 wEOe acnd eeebvecbdcccdbeees 6 
Biank...... evewee escee Hrivver Seen cieeeess 7 


Mr. Rusx, chairman, Mr. Yuneer, Mr. Hane 


\| uw, Mr. Apams, Mr. Jones of Iowa, and Mr. 


mittees was voted for by one ballot, the Senator | 
intended to be chairman being so designated in | 


| 


| 


Cotnamer, were declared to be elected. 


| The balloting for the Committee on Roads 


| and Canals, resulted in the election of Mr. Sur- 
DELL, chairman, Mr. Wricut, Mr. Jones of 

Tennessee, Mr. Bices, Mr. Beit of New Hamp- 
| shire, and Mr. Durker, for each of whom thirty- 
| three votes were cast. There were nine blank 


|| ballots. 


| 


' For the Committee on Pensions the result was 


i! as follows: 


| Mr. Jones, of Iowa, (chairman,) received....34 votes, 


BE, CMRF ie aie ccc cdedvcccetece tude ccvéccctea mS 
Tf eee eee ee 32 «8 
| Mr. Seward....... acs nth w/iolp ale aid 9 6 nite ici aca 

Mr. Thomson, of New Jersey. ........ec000. ww « 

a's ctnm en gees sbi nnday 56edn escape cesach § « 





| The committee is therefore composed of Mr. 
| Jones of lowa, chairman, Mr. Cray, Mr. Sum- 


my Ner, Mr. Sewarp, and Mr. Tuomson, of New 


| Jersey. 

|. The votes for the Committee on the District of 
| Columbia having been canvassed, the result was 
| announced as follows: 


|| Mr. Brown (chairman) received...c..eeceeees od votes, 
|} Mr. Durkee (chairmai)........cceceseee caeee bt M 
ROR PUM Ai. os seed dc cis scawettncth deans Quel 
BS I ona AS oh deck cect owe dees cecccoum 
| Bir ANCE seccccccde evecdevesecest cccccceconam °* 
| BE. ROM: oon concesdocone ccevas cacsennent a 
| Mr. Bell, of Tennessee... ...... 000 Ceecccece - « 
DET. TEVGIG ve cecc vcccus ccuedecnidescnwoss' ded 1 «@ 
DEE: REAR a's sewn edie cbs cand dgdehush ocd | « 
| Bi Pe n.. svnnsedinnesncnssbinedet ober 
SFR has nnvedecese ndehe sunakh oaceeeanee o © 
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i} Mr. 


of whom there were thirty-four votes. Six blank | 


| 
| 
| 
! 


|| of the Senate, now, to have the residue of the |! 


It requires unanimous | 





Mr. Evans, chairman, Mr. Rew, Mr. Hate, | 


committee. : 
For the Committee on the Judiciary— 


Mr. Butler (chairman) received.............03 votes. 
Mr. Sumner (chairman) .............00+005 a = 
Wass TORO a dare Se dkewiddis ds odsiccccenee a3 ee 
WO DAGONG 65 6 66 PERSE Se ESR eo cee sean “46 
DE, Ga 6 66.6 6 i bbb Sis wb eae ceicece badis steam & 
Bes FOCMNNK Hh hdlddv'dgdcdadece dedécccctcceecan | 
Be WM ccccecons céspccabidee cavacica cave 3 
Mr. Crittenden..........- wieoe 6 ebbs dy dates ee 
Mr. Fessenden......... PATS e ess etek sera et: * 


|| Mr. Foster, and Mr. Durkee, constitute the | 


The committee consists of Mr. Brown, chuair- 
man, Mr. Pratt, Mr. Mason, Mr. Auren, and 
LEID. 

The balloting for the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, resulted in the choice of 
Mr. James, chairman, Mr. Evans, Mr. Srvarr, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Tuomeson of Kentucky, and 
| Mr. Fessenpen, each of whom received thirty- 
one votes. There were seven blank ballots. 

The balloting for the Committee on Retrench- 
| ment and Reform resulted as follows: 


| Mr. Adams (chairman) received...... e seceecue Votes, 
| Mr. Clayton (chairman) ...ccceereeeeceee act et 
| Mir. Fitepetrick....cccccedivevccevceee en eh 
SBR Pens csaticsidcedccuces oeteaasaceneis 32 « 
Bet, Saas onic decane cnccusdeesdeentael cu. o 
| Diy. Crittenden ...2ccccccscs beocoecces casnasee ee 
b> Bite ccccccecescssoceseccce 2 eee cecse coace O 


| This committee therefore consists of Mr. 
| Apams, chairman, Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Fisn, 
Mr. Biees, and Mr. Crittenpen. 

For the Committee on Territories the 
was as follows: 


| result 
Mr. Douglas (chairman) received............03 votes. 


Mr. Durkee (chairman)........ eocccese ietay ae 
Wl. Beeiiice ta ccdecdecia cheeses eencresteeede . a 
Bir. Jones, Of LOWS... cc cccstsicccicnstisume 
Mr. Collamer...... conveedecerecace ewe, « 
Mr. Bell, of Tomnnessee.......ccee ceseccseecs % « 
Boe. BORAGE < occ coctecccvcecdeses Werere tthe 
BOs Dei bve 6 00 ad bctsedecesee pias déoccosdia ss 
Bir. CaaS sccvcccdcctcvcescovicccocces wecedee 4 « 
Mr. Foster...... sess. See bbiecoccveseses cove GG 
DINE MRO ii d6 beds Chace ce Gideve bodeucdvictses &, 1™ 
Die. WOROREER 00 oc deve covdvcccocccecescs sees 3 #6 
Be: Hattetis....0cseve Soede sions pbvctsanega 3 
Mr. Bell, af New Hampshire....... eovsvécene ae 
Mir. Wade... cccccccccccceccccccses mye ha VaR 
Blank...... ddcceWodesodcbcetdeceedas cece 3 


The PRESIDENT. Mr. Dovetas having re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes as chairman, 
I declare him elected as such. Messrs. Jones 
of lowa, Cotramer, Bevt of Tennessee, Senas- 
TIAN, and Biees, are elected members of the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lask the unanimous consent 
ofthe Senate now to proceed to the election of all 
the remaining committees, with the exception of 
the Committee on Printing, which was excluded 
by the motion of the Senator from Michigan, at 
one ballot 

The PRESIDENT. The Secretary suggests 
| that that would not lessen the labér 
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Mr. HAMLIN. There will be-but a single 


collection instead of half a dozen collections of 
votes. It will lessen the labor that much. 
The PRESIDENT. But all the votes have to 


confusion, 

Mr. CASS. Lrise to suggest that we proceed 
to choose the remainder of the committees viva 
voce. Ido not see any possible objection to that. 
We have done it year after year Until to-day. I 
move, therefore, in the hope that it will be unani- 
mously assented to, that we vote viva voce for the 
residue of the committees. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Michigan, It requires 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. FOOT and others. 
to it. 


There is no objection | 


! 
| 


| Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, || H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell 
| 
be entered on the Journal,and the Secretary sug- | 
gests that the mode proposed may lead to great | 





There being no objection, the motion wasagreed | 


to. 
Mr. CASS. I now move that the following 
Senators constitute the Committee on Public 
Buildings: Mr. Bayarp, chairman, Mr. James, 


Mr. Hunrer, Mr. Tuomson of New Jersey, Mr. | 


Prart, and Mr. Hare. 


There being no objection, the motion was | 


agreed to. 

Mr. CASS. I propose the following gentle- 
men for the Committee on Enrolled Bills: Mr. 
Jones of lowa, chairman, and Mr. Sumner. 

There being no objection, it was ordered that 
these gentlemen be the committee. 

Mr. CASS. I propose as the Committee to 
Audit and Controf the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate, Mr. Evans, chairman, Mr. Wricurt, 


and Mr. Foor: as the Committee on Engrossed | 


Bilks, Mr. Firzparricx, chairman, Mr. Couia- 
mer, and Mr. Wane. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS. Forthe Committee on the Library, 
1 move that Mr. Pearce be chairman, and I 
hope the Senate will excuse me for going out of 
the way of modesty and naming as the next 
member, Mr. Cass, and next Mr. Bayarp. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 12, 1855. 
The Clerk called the House to order at twelve 
o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The House proceeded to vote the forty-sixth 
time for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 224; necessary toa choice, 
113; of which— 






Nathaniel P. Banks received.......... errr Ty 
WH URI Bis DCOIRIOR. oon oso ce ccckccccccccccdicoe U4 
BPOMTY WE. FUME. ooo ccc ccec ccc ccccce ces oavseos 33 
pe a nabeind Saba itdae Sans aed ass Co 
Felix K. Zollicoffer............... a danees ibuceed ee 
Emerson Etheridge .......000csseecscees aisqeesan, & 
John Scott Harrison.........++ pe cee he sash os a | 
PANG Bi. AIAG. 600 0000 cecccecsecce ae #ims ccesed” A 
Humphrey Marshall........scsccccoccssessecssees Ll 
John Williams...... enseantanspaneeds degebescbaness & 
Warmer Ur. Undeswoodecsacciccrsccscccescsceccse | 
is MR ond 6506 cbdcdsennahsdesvadbeos Ot 
Benjamin F. Leiter... cscccccesceccceccsscscsesce A 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. AJbright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton. Buttington, Burlingame, James 
Ht. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rei, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, <a Grow, Robert B. Halli, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas fiorton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkle, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meach- 
am, Killian Miller Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew diver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Ro 

Sak Celanel: Humeia, Botaeied Tappan an, Thornton oo 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, i i 
‘Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, akeman, al- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 


Bienen, Brooks, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 


Howell Cobb, Williamson &. W. Cobb, Craig 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson Etliott, English, 
Evans, , Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Green W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. 
Harris, Houston, Jewett, George W. 














Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bi 


Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- 
Pheips, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, peneeeat, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hasrison, Haven, Hoffman, 
Kennett, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Porter, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scout, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whit- 
ney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Shorter and Williains. 

For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 

For Mr. Etheridge—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bayly—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 

For Mr. Wiiliams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 

For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Moore. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- | 
‘|| ing was the result of the forty-seventh vote: | 
| Whole number of votes cast, 223; necessary to a 
| choice, 112; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received,...... saeeesvepaermes 106 
William A. Richardson...... woevedeseugs Sed oa eek - 74 
Henry M. Fuller ....sccocccccssccecscces 
ONG Bb. CORE 5 kc ick apace sash enbas suddaus Gam adodis 2 
Benjamin F. Leiter .......sseeeeees everee cecccee 2 
WOME Ms TOMO oi vi ccceccccescccscvacesesvoene & 
William A. Lake .....¢csceee 00600 6 necsene sesasee 2 
George W. Peck ..00 cscsceccees abcdssediue des csee J 
PO SEI ink tng hth 0's n0sngs be GR btAens osnate 1 
Warner L. Underwood 1 
John Scott Harrinon ..cccecscccecsescccccces 1 
Humphrey Marshall ........ceeeeee0s 0 séesbesnaee S 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
| Pettit, Pike,Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberis, 
| Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
| Stanton, Serenchan Taphen, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, [srael 








Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 

Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson k. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Synith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Rutfin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Edie, Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter,Puryear, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, and Zollicotfer, 

For Mr. Orr—Messts. Shorter and Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore, 

For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. , 

For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 

For Mr. Peck—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 

For Mr. Haerrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 


The Clerk called the roll on the forty-eighth 
vote for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 223; necessary to a choice, 
112; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received.......ceseeeeee cece 105 

Watieem A. Richasdeons.ccccccccccsecsicccsessoseede 

Henry M. Fuiller....... C8609 d5tssé wb vcte cetddeue ode 

Benjamin F. Leiter.............6+ Ob esee vs cece sdepee 

James L. Orr........ She baceebeea Sedccesocsegeneone 

Alexander C. M. Pennington....... 

Warner L. Underwood.........ssee005 

John Scott Harrison...... cesses seve 

Felix K. Zollicoffer......... 0 covecaspeesevegcceesis 

William ee. LORS. oscies Se eccces scesseses eeteee tenes 

Samed Oe, AOR. v0ccis ckcecnesccesccctvcsscabeenee 

Humphrey Marshall..... RT “er 

John Wiiliams.......... 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 


eee ewer ee eens 
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SOR Pen eee eeeeee ee eee eee ee 


December 12, 
Bingham, B 


Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Bur ne, Tan 

] Chaffee, za Clark 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, é in, Cumback, Dam, 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson 
Jodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway Giddings, Gilbert 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Ke). 
sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunke} 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil’ 
ler, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, An. 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington Perry 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts’ 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd. 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Vakeman, albridge, Waldron’ 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israe} 
an Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay 
| Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 

Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie’ 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English; 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George 
| W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
| Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messis. Ball, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Edie, Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
peg Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, and Zolli- 
coffer. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Shorter and Williams. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Edwards. 

‘or Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 

For Mr. Herrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 

For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Marshali—Mr. Walker. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the forty-ninth vote: Whole 


numbtr of votes cast, 224; necessary to a choice, 
113; of which— 











Nathaniel P. Banks received.....cccceseescesecess 105 
| VU A, TICHSTESON. 5 5 so 66060 desshenespeeseueee 75 
PROUEY Mie WED esnn.cc.e 0 00.d00s0hseo0'0sce oe0s-aheene 35 
Benjamin F. Leiter.......-.+++ 006 0400 ccpcceccscce @ 
Felix K. Zollicoffer...... EseGbaboek bse Geen scan eees a 
Alexander C. M. Penningtom.....0.s.ecceececscees 1 
Warner L. Underwood ........ caehnonesinaeaid gE 
John Scott Harrison........scesceses vad caeeeee see 1 
WO A TORO os iiss ccd eke ect eas cons ovesneas 1 
John 8S. Millson...... obed esses abel hehe «Acba oe Sas 5 


; John Williams .... 
James L. Orr....... adeeb is ste 8 due aees eons baae 
Humphrey Marshall......... 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan 
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olloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Ho . —— Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkle, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
an, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwala- 
der C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 
For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeM 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, M dlive 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Sandi > Savage, 
oer Sear, Seer ~_ won Aaa Ste- 
ens, Stewart, aylor. il, Warner, Watkins, 
Wells, Winslow, sod Jobin Vy Wright 
Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eus- 
tis, Foster. J. Morrison arris, Tonvieoe ; Haven, Hoffman, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. 
ope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whit- 


ullin, Me- 


ordecai r, Orr, Peck, 


c— 
orter, Puryear. 
Smith, Sneed, Sw 


ney, and Zollicoffer. 
‘or Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore, 





ee aw 








oa 
fos 


age 


ee cr 


* BE. 


ce aees 





1855. 


For Mr. 








Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 

For Mr. Millson—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. ’ 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, (at fifteen minutes of 
two o’clock.) I move that the House do now 


ate ELORENCE. On that motion I call for 
lers. 

Tales were ordered; and Messrs. 

Warkins were appointed. 


Vai and 


The House was divided ; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 63; noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll on 
the fiftieth vote for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 224; neces- 
sary to & choice, 113; of which-- 


Nathaniel P. Banks received. ......seeeeeceencees 105 
William A. Richardson?....... diveoce totes eeeeeee To 
Henry M. DUE ccacdch betdevcedsececas been weeccsee 
Benjamin F. Leiter...ceeseeeeeeeeee ddapabueasts cau 
Felix K. Zowlicofter........0.ceceecccceesscesccees 1 
Alexander C. M, Pennington.......ecceeeeeeees ea 
Warner L. Underwood..... © creeds codeeceece bee 1 
John Scott Harrison........ Menaes ocecbue ecncegaeunse 
WUT AL OO Ti 66d oc ct bebe bas ded ccvoereecceue k 
David Barclay .....0 cccccccccces ccccce covce Seceuee E 
Humphrey Marshalh......ccccececeeececesscceseees L 
John Williams. occce cece ccccccccccccesecceccecces 7 
James Lin OFRe i ccdcdcs cocccces Soce coensesece stecese 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 





Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robi- | 


son, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, [Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 


Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, | 


Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 


Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, || : : 
\ : ; Y || officer that he had no authority to make such 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, || compensation, admitting, at the same time, how- | 


Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 


Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, | 


Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, 
Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Campbell, 


Kennett, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, 


Porter, Puryear, eae Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. | 


Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
and Zollicoffer. 
For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 
For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 
For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Edwards. 
For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 
For Mr. Barclay— Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 
For Mr. Williams--Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 


Mr. SAGE, (at half past two.) I move that } 


the Houge do now adjourn. 

Tellers were demanded and ordered; and 
Messrs. Norton and Vai were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 111; noes not counted. 

the motion was carried, and 

The House thereupon adjourned till to-morrow 

at twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 13, 1855. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dna. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. BUTLER nted the credentials of 
Hon. Tuomas J. Rus, chosen by the Legisla- 


rippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, | 


| 
| 
| 


ture of Texas a Senator from that State for the | 





| Land Claims. 


| torical sketch of the State as introductory to the 


| sample. 
| the space of two months. 
| sent on, the receipt of which was acknowledged. 
| Congress afterwards, however, decided that these 


| made this requestof Mr. Thompson, for remuner- | 





| the Government. 


or Mir. > 0 ; ll, || mittee on Claims. 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eustis, || 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, || 


term of six years from the 4th of March, 185 
which were read and ordered to be filed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Franck 
Taylor, of Washington city, praying the return 
of duties on articles imported by him for the use | 
of the United States, which were exempt from 
duty under the act of 26th of January, 1849; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of the special agent$ of the 
State of Maryland, praying that the State may | 
be maine 
United States in 1792 and 1793; which was re- 





| 


Mr. GEYER presented the memorial of Charles 
Lucas, legal representative of Joseph W. Thomp- 
son and others, praying that their title under the 
location of a certain New Madrid certificate may 
be confirmed in part, with the privilege of enter- 
ing the residue at $1 25 per acre; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of New- 
ton Southworth, praying for a donation for land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 


Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Stephen 
Tuthill, praying for remuneration for losses sus- 
tained by his father, John Tuthill, during the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Ferrisbure, 
in the State of Vermont, praying for a reduction | 


| of the rates of ocean postage; which was referred 
|| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
|| Roads. 


Mr. FOOT. I also present the memorial of 
Zadock Thompson, of Burlington, Vermont, set- | 
ting forth that he was employed by the Superin- 
tendent of the Census Bureau to write out a his- 


census returns, With promised assurance of com- 
pensation forsuch service. In pursuance of that 
request, he prepared a historical sketch of the 
State, the sketch forthe State of Maryland having 
been furnished him by the Census Bureau as a 
His time was occupied in this for about 
The manuscript was 


historical sketches should not be published with 
the census returns. On application then to Mr. 
De Bow, the successor of Mr. Kennedy, who had 


ation for hisservices in pursuance of the promise | 
that had been given him, he was informed by that 


ever, the claim to be a just and equitable one on | 
I move that this memorial and 
accompanying papers, be referred to the Com- | 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition | 
of Mr. Anderson, praying remuneration for losses | 
sustained in consequence of the death of his | 





| brother by disease contracted in the military ser- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| buque and Pacific railroad; which was referred to 


vice during the last war with Great Britain; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. 
Also, the memorial of Captain L. C. Hunt, of | 
the Fourth Infantry, in regard to losses incurred 


_by the burning of the steamship City of Pitts- 


burg; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Iowa, praying | 
for the establishment of a mail route from Vinton | 
to Albion, in that State; which was referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Fort Dodge, lowa, held for the purpose 
of expressing their opinion in regard to the Du- 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the 
keepers of light-houses on the Atlantic coast, for | 
an increase of compensation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOSTER. I present the petition of Na- 
than Scholfield, of Norwich, Connecticut, ask- 
ing for a renewal of his nt for a machine, 
called a “‘governor’”’ or * 
for the purpose of regulating the motion of water 
wheels. 


lator,”’ invented | 
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} 


E. 


” 


7; | patent, and asks, for reasons stated in his petition, 


that his patent may be renewed. I move that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. IVERSON presented the petition of John 


| Burkhalter, a soldier during the revolutionary 
, > a 


for advances made by her to the || 


war, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


CLAIMS OF REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I present 


| the memorial of the heirs of certain officers of 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. I 


the Massachusetts line of the Continental army, 


| in which they set forth, in substance, as follows: 
In 1779 and 1780, these officers having served for 


a long period, being distressed in their pecuniary 
circumstances, and no provision having been 
made for themselves and their families, were 
about to retire from the service. It was appre- 
hended that a dissolution of the army would 


| ensue, and, at the earnest solicitation of General 


Washington, resolutions were passed by Con- 
gress providing that all those officers who served 
tillthe close of the war, should receive half pay 
for life. Relying on the plighted faith of the 


| Government, they continued in service till the 


| close of the war. 


After this service had been 
rendered, when the battle had been fought and 
won, the Continental Congress undertook to 


| modify this plighted faith of the nation by pro- 


| lieu of half pay for life. 


| value. 


viding a commutation of five years’ full pay in 
Certificates were issued 
for this commutation pay; but from the condition 
of ihe country and the circumstances of the offi- 
cers, whose necessities constrained them to re- 
ceive these certificates, they were sold by the 
holders at a great sacrifice upon their nominal 
The heirs of these officers now pray that 
Congress will redeem this plighted faith of the 
nation, and that they may receive the compensa- 
tion which was thus accorded to them by the res- 
olutions of the Continental Congress in 1779 and 
1780. I move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I have received and desire 
to lay before the Senate, a memorial from the heirs 


\| of officers of the Pennsylvania line, similar to the 


one presented by the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Cottamer.]} It sets forth in substance 
what he has so well stated to the Senate, and I 


concur with him in expressing the hope that these 
| memorials will be early considered and favorably 


acted upon. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have been requested 
to present the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth A. R. 
Linn, widow of Dr. Linn, late a distinguished 
member of this body, praying for commutation 


‘| and interest for the revolutionary services of 


Colonel William Linn; which I ask may be -re- 
ferred*to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
It was so referred. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. FISH. Mr. President, lam charged with 
the presentation of several petitions complaining 
of the action of the Board constituted under the 
act of the last Congress, to promote the efficiency 
of the Navy. My own opinion has been that 
they should properly be presented and referred in 
executive session; but I hold in my hand one from 
Lieutenant John J. Glasson, which is addressed 
to both Houses of Congress, and a similar one 


|| is to be presented to the House of Representa- 


He is 


tives when that body shall be organized. 


|| anxious that it should be presented at once, and, 
|| in compliance with his emeets I now present his 
|| petition, complaining of t 

| and asking to be restored to the Navy. 
|| its reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


2.8 i 
tition of certain | 


1e action of the Board, 
I move 


The motion was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of William D. 
Merrick and Benjamin C. Howard, special nts of the 
State of M , asking for the passage of a bill io explain 
and correct the erroneous construction of a law of Congress, 
approved413th May, 1826, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
payment of interest due the State of Maryland,” be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 


he petitioner has already had one /| on Fivance, 
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POST ROUTE BID. ~ 


On motion by Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a joint resolution correcting the error alleged to 
exist in the bid of the contractors on route, No 6303. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to extend the western boundary line of 
the State of lowa to the Missouri river; and 

A bill to continue the improvement of the Des 
Moines and the Rock river rapids, in the Upper 
Mississippi. 

Mr. SLIDELL gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill making grants of 
land to the State of Louisiana, to aid in the con- 
struction of certain railroads in that State. 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the improvement 
of the harbor of Newark, New Jersey. 

Mr. STUART gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor at | 
Grand river, on Lake Michigan; 

A bill for completing the harbor at Black Lake, | 
on Lake Michigan; 














A bill for improving the harbor at Kalamazoo '| 


river, on Lake Michigan, 


A bill for improving the harbor at South Black || 


river, on Lake Michigan, 
A bill for completing the harbor at St. Joseph, 
on Lake Michigan; 
A bill for completing the harbor at New Buf- | 
falo, on Lake Michigan; and 


| 


A bill for improving certain harbors on Lake || 


Superior. 
ARRANGEMENT OF MEMBERS OF COMMIT-. 
TEES. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I am requested to | 
bring before the Senate the consideration of the 
arrangement of the members of committees. It 
was the intention of a majority of the Senate that 
the members should be arranged on the commit- | 
tees according to the order in which their names | 
stood on much the larger proportion of the ballots. | 


. ; | 
The list of names thus arranged is already in the | 





Secretary’s office. It has been the practice of the || 


Senate heretofore to control this matter. I hold 
in my hand the Journal of one year, where I find 
this entry: 

“On motion of Mr. Sevier, and by unanimous censent, | 

** Ordered, That the members of committees be arranged | 
as follows :”— 

And then it proceeds to name all the members | 
of committees. ~ I trust the Senate will now come | 
to a resolution directing the Secretary to arrange 
the members of committees agreeably to the report 
in his office. That report contains the names of 
the members in precisely the position which they 
occupied in the prepared ballots. 

The PRESIDENT. It has been the practice 
heretofore, according to the examinations made 
by the Secretary, to give to the members of a 
committee places nextafter the chairman accord- | 
ing to the number of vetes received. Wiwn the 
Secretary applied to the Chair yesterday evening 
to determine the point, he stated that it would be 
better for him to bllow the practice of the Senate. 
In doing that, it appears he has changed the | 
ee amme as presented by the Senator from 

ichigan yesterday. Of course, it is a matter 
which is under the control of the Senate. Any 
order they make will be conformed to by the | 

| 





Secretary. 

Mr. CASS. It will be observed that the list, 
as put on the Journal by the Secretary, deranges 
the position of old members of committees, and, 
without reason, puts new members above them, 
which has an appearance not very agreeable to 


do not understand the cause of it. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the honorable Sen- 
ator’s —_— for a remedy? 

Mr. CASS. To arrange the members of com- 
mittees as they stand in the report in the Secre- 
tary’s office, which is precisely as they stood on 
the ballots put in by the majority. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have nothing to say in 
relation to it. To me, it seems to be avery small 
matter. I do not know how the Senate can take 
notice of the form of a part of the ballots that 
were given, and reject the others. It is entirely 
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|| attend. Instead of that, however, the name of 


| 
them, and may be misapprehended by those who || Fisa—a very competent man, of course, in all || Johnson, Foot, Clayton, Pugh, and Mallory. 








honorable Senator, whether the better remedy || result. A majority of the Senate can contro! jt 
would not be to allow the committees themselves || of course. F 
to make the arrangement when they meet. The 
| undoubtedly will all assent to that course which 
|is proper. For myself, I am quite desirous to 
take the place which may be assigned to me by 1 f ( 0 
my colleagues on the committees on which my || prevail and will be unanimously adopted. The 
name stands. majority ought to have the power, as they have 
Mr. HALE. I hope the usual course that has || the responsibility; and if through any misa 
| been pursued heretofore will be pursued now.’|| prehension their will has not been carried out 
I suppose that the honorable Senator from Michi- || in the disposition of the members of this bod 
gan in making this move, as he intimates, to || on the committees, I think there ought to be no 
relieve the feelings of some gentlemen, must have || objection to their being allowed to do it in the 
had me in his eye, [langhter,] for 1 find that I “7, which will be the easiest, and most quiet 
am put at the tailend of the Committee on Public || and tranquil and satisfactory to themselves. 
Buildings. The Chair will recollect that a few Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Michigan 
years ago the state of my political health was || be so good as to state what ‘‘ report” he relors 
such that I was not fit to go on any committee. to? hat is the repdrt? ; 
Mr. CASS, (to Mr. Hare.) You have im- Mr. CASS, (holding up a written document.) 
proved since then. [Laughter.] There it is. 
Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; I think it indicates Mr. HALE. That does not tell anything, 
progress; it shows that Iam so improved that I |} Whose report is it? 
/am fit to be at the tail end of the Committee on Mr. CASS. Do you want to know what itis, 
Public Buildings. [Laughter.] I am perfectly | where it came from, and all about it? 
| content, and I hope I shall be allowed to remain Mr. HALE. Exactly. 
there. || Mr. CASS. Itis a report made by a commit- 
Mr. CASS. The committee to which the || tee of Democratic Senators to the Democratic 
honorable Senator alludes, on which he stands, | caucus. As it was not varied from, it was leftin- 
was one of those not balloted for, but for which || the Secretary’s office to be copied. 
| I proposed a list. If it had been balloted for, 1 || Mr. HALE. Though we always recognize 
do not know how the honorable Senator would } such things, it is not common to make them a 
have stood upon it—perhaps at the head of the || part of the records of the Senate, whether they 
/committee. I know, sif, this is not a very im- | e the proceedings of a Democratic caucus or of 
portant matter; but the world is made up of || any other caucus. This motion, as it embodies 
small things, and I know that some gentlemen |! that report,’? makes it part of the proceedings 





Mr. SEWARD. Ido hope we may come to 
the end of this matter. It seems to me not to be 
of sufficient importance to detain us long. [ho 


| immaterial to me; but I would suggest to the | in the power of the Senate, clearly, to change the 
| the motion of the Senator from Michigan wi; 





_ of the Senate feel aggrieved at the position which | of the Senate, and therefore seems to me to be a 


they have been made to occupy. It looks, to || departure from the usual course. 
| their constituents at home, as though they had 1 Ar. CASS. I merely wish to observe that I 
been lowered in position in the committees, and || propose to mak¢ it no part of the records of the 
others put above them who ought not to be. As | nate. I mentioned the report only for the pur- 
to myself, I have, of course, no particular inter- || er of identifying it; but now I take all tha 
est in the matter. | back, and produce a paper containing the names 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from |! in the order in which it was intended they should 
| Michigan make any motion in reference to this |! be placed on the committees. My motion is 
| subject? } that the names be arranged as they stand on this 
Mr. CASS. Yes, sir; my motion is that mem- | paper which I send to the Chair. That will ob- 
| bers be arranged on the committees agreeably to || viate the va aye . 
the report in the Secretary’s office. 'The Secre- Mr. HALE. All I want is that it shall appear 
tary knows the report referred to. It has been || on record that this thing was arranged by a 
sent down to the printer, I understand, or I should 1 Democratic caucus, that the committees were 
have ithere. The names stand there precisely || fixed there, and now the motion is that we regis- 
in the order in which they stood on our ballots. || ter the decrees of the caucus. 
The PRESIDENT. The question ison the | Mr. CASS and Mr. WELLER. That is it, 


| 
} 


} 


|} motion of the Senator from Michigan. | exactly. [Laughter.] 


Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, there have The motion was agreed to. The proper ar- 
| been some very material changes made from the || rangement of the committees is therefore as 
| arrangements agreed to by the majority of the || follows: ; 
| Senate. For instance, Mr. Mason was placed at || On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Mason, (chair- 
_the head of the Committee on Foreign Relations, || man,) Douglas, Slidell, Clayton, Weller, and 
and Mr. Doveias has uniformly occupied the || Fish. 
next position on that committee, and has conse- On Finance—Messrs. Hunter, (chairman,) 
yeosty been the chairman in the absence of Mr. || Toucey, Pearce, Stuart, Brodhead, and Critten- 
fason. Now, those who had an agency in || den. 
arranging these committees desired that Mr. | On Commerce—Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) 
Doveras should be the chairman of the commit- || Dodge, Stuart, Seward, Clay, and Benjamin. 
tee in the event of Mr. Mason not being able to || On Manufactures—Messrs. Wright, (chair- 
man,) Allen, Harlan, Wilson, and ‘Trumbull. 
On Agriculture—Messrs. Allen, (chairman,) 











Mr. Crayton is placed after the chairman. He 


‘| is an old member of the committee; and there is || Hunter, Wade, Thomson of New Jersey, and 


none better qualified for the position of chairman, || Harlan. js ; 

| it ts true, than that Senator; but a majority of On Military Affairs—Messrs. Weller, (chair- 
the Senate desired that Mr. Dovetas should a Fitzpatrick, Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennes- 

occupy the precise position which he occupied || see, Iverson, and Pratt.. , 

| during the last Congress. The same may be said On the Militia—Messrs. Houston, (chairman,) 

_of the Committee on Naval Affairs. A majority || Dodge, Biggs, Thompson of Kentucky, and Bell 

| desived that Mr. Mattony should be chairman, || of New Hampshire. eer 

and that Mr. Tuomson, of New Jersey, should On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Mallory, (chair- 

| occupy the next position, in order that he might || man,) Thomson of New Jersey, Fish, Slidell, 

| be chairman if Mr. Mauony were absent. y || James, and Bell of Tennessee. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Stuart, (chairman,) 





the arrangement the Secretary has made, Mr. 


respects, fot that position—would be the chair- On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Benjamin 
man in the absence of Mr. Matiory; but such || (chairman,) Biggs, Thompson of Kentucky, 
was not the desire of those who voted yesterday || Foster, and Wilson. : 
for these committees. On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Sebastian, (chair- 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will remark, |} man,) Rusk, Toombs, Brown, Reid, and Bell, 
that the change made by the Secretary results || of Tennessee. 
from the fact that the gentlemen mentioned re- On Claims—Messrs, Brodhead, (chairman,) 
ceived a higher number of votes than any other — Iverson, Yulee, Wade, and Fessenden. 
members named on the committee; and, accord- v Revolutio Claims—Messrs. Evans, 
ing to the practice of the Senate hitherto, the gen- || (chairman,) Reid, Hale, Foster, and Durkee. 
tleman receiving the highest number of votes On the Judiciary—Messrs. Butler, (chairman,) 
been assigned a place next the chairman. It is || Toucey, Bayard, Geyer, Toombs, and Pugh. 

















1855. 


On the Post and Post Roads—Messrs. Rusk, 
(chairman, ) ulee, Hamlin, Adams, Jones of 
lowa, and Collamer. ' ; 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs, Slidell, (chair- 
man,) Wright, Jones of Tennessee, Biggs, Bell 
of New Hampshire, and Durkee. ; 

On Pensions—Messrs. Jones, of Iowa, (chair- 
man,) Clay, Sumner, Seward, and Thomson of 
New a 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Brown, 
(chairman, ) Pratt, Mason, Allen, and Reid. 

On Patentsand the Patent Office—Messrs. James, 
(chairman, ) Evans, Stuart, Brown, Thompson 
of Kentucky, and Fessenden. : 

On Retrenchment—Messrs. Adams, (chairman,) 
Fitzpatrick, Fish, Biggs, and Crittenden, 

On Territories—Messrs. Douglas, (chairman,) 
Jones of lowa, Collamer, Bell of Tennessee, Se- 
vastian, and Biggs. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent E 
the Senate—Messrs. Evans, (chairman, 
and Foot. 

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Bayard, (chair- 
man,) James, Hunter, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Pratt, and Hale. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Fitzpatrick, (chair- 
man,) Collamer, and Wade. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Jones of Iowa, 
(chairman,) and Sumner. 

On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, 
Cass, and Bayard. 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its consideration now: 

Resolved, That such committees as were authorized to 
appoint clerks at the last session, be authorized to appoint | 
clerks, until otherwise ordered. 

3y unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS. I offer an amendment to the 
resolution, as a proviso: 


Provided, No person shall be appointed who holds office 
under the General Government. 


The object of this proviso is to prevent any one 

erson holding two offices. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. There is already a law | 
which regulates that matter, and such an amend- | 
ment is altogether unnecessary. By the law of | 
the land no person can hold two offices under the 
General Government at the same time. 

Mr. ADAMS. The proviso can do no harm. 

Mr. STUART. I hope that amendment will 
not be adopted. It refers to one of those mat- 
ters with which, I[ think, the committees of 
the Senate may be trusted. I know that in one 
instance, at least, the clerk of one of our commit- 
tees is a gentleman who, when not discharging 
the duties of that position, holds a place in one 
of the Departments as aclerk, and whose,services 
it would be very difficult to dispense with, as the 
Senator from Maryland, now in my eye, [Mr. | 
Pearce,} can testify; and the interests of the | 
whole country are benefited by this arrangement. | 
There is a substitute acting for him in the Depart- | 
ment, while he is performing the duties of a clerk | 
to one of the committees of this body. | 

Now, sir, by this amendment there is no polic 
to be established which will aid the interests of 

I do think | 


} 
enses of 
right, 


(chairman,) 





the country in any point of view. 
that the Senate of the United States might be left | 
at liberty to select the clerks of their committees 
from anybody in the United States, and I hope 
therefore that the amendment will not be adopted. 

What I have said of the committee to which 
I have alluded is true of one or two other com- | 
mittees of this body. It is true also in the 
other House. The Committee of Ways and 
Means of that House, as well as the Committee | 
on Finance of the Senate, have a clerk who, from | 
the nature of his education and his position m | 
the Departments, is highly valuable, and whose | 
Services are almost indispensable in furnishing 
readily and promptly to both Houses of Congress 
the information necessary for them to act upon. 
What benefit to the country will it be, sir, to 
have the amendment adopted? I certainly can 
See none; I can see that in the business of the 


Senate very serious injury would grow out of it. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. resident, I do, not know 


what the purpose of the amendment is. I do 
not know that there has been any abuse of the 
power of appointing an officer who holds some 
other place under the Government. I do know 
that, in the Senate, there has been one case, in 
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which a gentleman appointed as clerk to one of | 
the committees of this body, the Commitiee on | 


Finance, was, after he had been the clerk of that 
committee for some time, appointed to a clerk- 
ship in one of the Departments, The committee 
found themselves very unwilling to dispense with 
his services, long experience having given him 
facility in arranging some of the business of that 
committee, which, at certain periods of the year 
is exceedingly pressing, and requires somebody 
of great experience to assist the committee. We 
made an arrangement, by which, while he con- 


tinued to hold the elerkship which he had ob- | 
tained, he could yet act as clerk to the Committee | 


on Finance, a substitute being found who per- 


formed his duties in the Department during that | 


time. That is the only case in the Senate of 
which I am aware, and I am sure that is not an 
abuse. He does not get the pay of two offices. 


The law does not prevent an individual holding | 


two offices. That question was recently sub- 
mitted to a judicial tribunal, and it has been de- 
cided, in Baltimore, by the Chief Justice of the 
United States, that a person cannot, by law, re- 
ceive the emoluments of two offices, but he may 
exercise the functions of both. Such is the law. 
There is really no abuse in regard to this matter 
in the Senate, and, therefore, I do not see the 
necessity of the amendment. It would, I am 
sure, subject one committee to inconvenience, 
for I am certain it would be almost impossible to 
find a person as well gualified as the gentleman 


of whom I have spoken, who has served us | 
It will out him off, | 


faithfully for several years. 
and that is all it will do. 


Mr. ADAMS. I never offer oe here 


with the view of affecting individuals. 


less you allow gentlemen to hold two offices at the 


same time, thatis, if you consider clerkships to the | 
Now, sir, I think we have | 
in this country individuals who can discharge | 
the duties of clerkships to all the committees | 


committees as offices. 


without our being compelled to go to the Depart- 
ments, and detail from there clerks with double 
salaries. If we cannot, we had better pay an 
extra compensation to these gentlemen whe can 
render sah distinguished services to the com- 
mittees, and release them from their duties in the 
Departments. I think it is wrong to suffer men 
indirectly to hold two offices, while our general 
law provides they shall hold but one. The Sen- 


heard, perhaps not at the last session, but pre- 


in both Houses. Itis notan unusual thing. My 
object was not to affect individuals; but I believe 


upon any one. I should dislike to put any of 
the committees to inconvenience by depriving 
them of a favorite clerk; but if the hicks in the 
Departments discharge their duties, and have as 
much to do as they should have, their time will 
not allow them to perform the duties of commit- 
tee clerks here. 
their undivided attention is required. 


their country in any capacity, even as clerks to 
committees. When a man has an office in one 


of the Departments, that ought to content him. | 
The proposition I have offered is no reflection; | 
at least it is intended as no reflection on any com- 


mittee or anybody. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I cannot vote | 
for the amendment of the honorable Senator from | 
Mississippi, and still I wish to say a word on | 
the subject, because it is likely to be misappre- | 
I think the amendment is not founded | 
in the philosophy of the old fable, which advised | 
that you retain the present swarm, instead of buy- | 
But, | 


hended. 


ing them off and encouraging a new one. 
however that may be, the amendment is too 
broad. It prohibits any person who holds any 


place, any kind of office under the Federal Gov- | 


ernment, being clerk to a committee. Now, there 


are persons in this city who hold office under the | 
Federal Government, whose pay is very insuffi- 


cient for the support of themselves and families— 
the number of them who rise up before my eye 





It is | 
stated by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. | 
Srvarrt,] that great detriment and inconvenience | 
will accrue to the public service of this country un- | 


ator from Michigan mentions several cases. I | 


viously, that there were a number of such cases | 


the doctrine of my amendment to be right in | 
principle, correct in practice, and no reflection | 


If the committees need clerks, | 
One office | 
ata time I think is enough-for one man, when | 
offices are scarce, and when there is such a great | 
number of applicants, patriots ready to serve | 
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in imagination is very considerable—to whom 
something further by way of support is neces- 
sary in these very expensive times. There have 
often been instances in which persons holding 
small offices under the Federal Government, have 
been employed by myself, and I presume by 
other Senators, and paid for services and assist- 
ance rendered to us. There has been more than 
one instance at the present session where persons 
having families to support—large families and 
exnensive ones—have asked the privilege of writ- 
ing out of office hours, by way of enhancing the 
provision for their support. This amendment 
would cut off all that class of cases, and | really 
think there is ne use in doing so. I hope the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I do not 
know that this amendment, if adopted, would 
reach a practice which | believe has been found 
almost necessary here. I do not know that it 
would affect the practice which has been resorted 
to, of employing as clerk to a committee a clerk 
in the Department, who does not draw both sal- 
aries, but one having a substitute in the Depart- 
ment, discharging his duties there, and taking 
that salary. It is in that way alone that we have 
been able to obtain the services of a clerk to the 
Finance Committee, who is, as you know, sir, 
an admirable clerk, and one with whose services 
we cannot very well dispense. At least, it would 
be inconvenient to do so. He is one whose ser- 
vices we should like to secure. One of two 
things must be done: either we must allow the 
Finance Committee to appoint a clerk during the 
Congress, so that we can thus secure a first-rate 
officer; or else we must be allowed to continue 
the practice which has prevailed for some time 
past, by which we get an experienced clerk from 
the Department, another taking his place and re- 
ceiving his salary there during the time. he was 
employed by the Finance Committee. This 
course is not, as J believe, in opposition to the 
law. One or the other will have to be done. If 
this amendment should be adopted, I shouid 
think it my duty to move that the Committee on 
Finance be allowed to employ a clerk for the 
Congress; that is for the two sessions, continu- 
ously. 

r. BUTLER. I will make only a passing 
remark on this subject. I think the amendment 
of my friend from Mississippi is unnecessary. I 
have never regarded a clerkship to a committee 
as an office. I regard it what lawyers call an 
employment—a limited employment, one which 
certainly cannot assume the dignity nor have the 
attributes of what we would call! an offiec, which 
is recognized by law. Why, sir, I should not 
hesitate to say that every committee has a right 
to dismiss itsclerk atany time, and I regard sucha 
clerkshipas mere employment during the session, 
and nothingelse. I therefore hope my friend will 
withdraw his amendment. I think it is unneces- 
sary; and if | must speak out, I will say that I 
see no reason why we should not get reason and 
experience wherever we may find them, so faras 
regards the qualifications ofa clerk to any of the 
committees; nor do I think that because a meu 
has, within the sphere of his experience, more in- 
telligence than another, he should be proseribed. 
I cannot understand such a policy. [ know that 
there is a disposition to divide and subdivide, and 
reduce offices under mere names, because it looks 
a little like economy; but, on the contrary, my 
opinion is that the truest economy is to give high 
salaries for offices which require intellectual en- 
dowments, and thus obtain the very best men. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, the law al- 
ready existing is very stringent, and it is strin- 
gently enforced. No officer in the Federal Gov - 
ernment can be employed in two offices, and 
receive the compensation of both. On the con- 
trary, he is entitled to receive only the highest 
rate of compensation for one of the offices, and 
for the performance of the duties of others he is 
entitled tonocompensation. lapprove that law 
I approve its rigid enforcement. { know, experi- 
mentally, that it has been strictly enforced, as it 
ought to be. If that legislation is not sufficient, 
let us amend that law, and provide more clearly 
and more surely against the employment of pub- 
lic officers in more than one office. I do not, 
myself, deem it necessary. On the other hand, 
I think that you may well commit to the con- 
mittees of the Senate the employment of their 
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clerks, subject to the existing law. That is the 
resent arrangement, and if oe conform to the 
aw already existing, { am willing to leave to 
them the discretion as to the person who shall be 
employed, well assured that they will consult the 
public interest in exercising that discretion. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the existing law prevents 
the appointment of a committee clerk who is per- 
forming other functions under the Government, 
of course the proviso is entirely useless. If it 
does not, I, for one, am not disposed to restrict 
the authority of committees of the Senate to se- 
ject the most appropriate person for the perform- 
ance of duties, Sages he may happen to have 
some other function connected with the executive 
departments. I view the employment of a clerk 
exactly in the same mode as the honorable Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, as the employment of 
an agent for the purposes of the committee, and 
notas an officer of the Government. I do not 
think the law applies to it; but if it does, the pro- 
viso is unnecessary; and if it does not apply, | 
do not think we ought to provide here beyond 
the extent that Congress themselves have pleased 
to legislate on the subject of the incompatibility 
of offices. I am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I dislike to 
attempt to do a thing inconsistent with the gen- 
eral sentiment and feeling of this body. I under- 
stand the construction has been given, which was 
alluded to by the Senator from South Carolina, 


that the appointment of these clerks amounts only | 


to employment, and that, therefore, it is no vio- 
lation of the existing law to appoint as clerks to 
committees persons who are employed in the 


Departments, although they receive a regular | ite Meionchdne ah 


fixed compensation both in the Departments and 
as clerks of committees. That, I thought, was 
wrong. 
offering this amendment. If it should turn out 
that inconvenience would arise, as suggested by 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hvunrer,] I 
should be perfectly willing to vote to give to the 
Committee on Finance a permanent clerk. I 
believe that committee ought to have a perma- 
nent clerk, and I think no other committee should. 
I would a great deal rather agree to that than con- 
tinue the present system. Atthe very hour when, 
by the rules of the Departments, their clerks are 
required to be there, our committees sit, and it is 
necessary to have the clerks in the committee 
rooms. I wish to abolish that system. If my 
amendment affects nobody, nobody is hurt by it. 
If it is right in principle, [ consider it is no reflec- 
tion on the committees, because no one is alluded 
to, either in terms or in intention, in offering it. 

The amendment was rejected; and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to without amendment. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, December 13, 1855. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk 
at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


The election of Speaker being the business in 
order, the Clerk proceeded to call the roll on the 
fifty-first vote for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 224; neces- 
sary to a choice, 113; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received....... seeseceesee se lOD 

William A, Richardson...........0ceeeeeeeeeeeees TD 











BOE Bek an oe n.0b0 ohh00d0 occeescheces seccce OP 
DORAN CH 50505 9eck ceeds c covcceces 2 
ae Oe ee es ces eeeecees ; 
xander C. M. nington Ses ve 

Werner Lo. TBO RR so cs obtccivinces scesseecscee 2 
Jolin Scott Harrison... csecccseccesscecses gupeege, dk 
Ee EN SE EE A Sh SRE IE EE 1 
WOU Mis WONGis ce Lcdk ch bic cdens0b0s dcocbbeced 1 
Se A, Beans 0505 Gon sevotbeesedinadicore 1 

I, on cseonbedhasnbeneeeneese ca l 
note enmnmconenncs «> 1 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bi » Bishop, 





Granger. Grow, Robert B. ial Harian Holtoway, 


I thought there was no impropriety in | 











| 







sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
| Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil- 
| ler, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, An- 
| drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pefinington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
| Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—~ Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
| Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
| Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
| Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
| Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
| Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
, Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
| Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
| Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
| Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
| kins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Camp- 

bell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Edie, Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison 
| Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
| Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, and Zolli- 
coffer. 
For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Wiiliams. 
For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Edwards. 
| For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
| For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 
| For Mr. Lake—Mr. Hamphrey Marshall. 
! For Mr. Smith—Mr. Richardson. 
| For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Walker. 
For Mr. Wiiliams—Mr. Wheeler. 


During the call of the roll, and on the name of 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. McMULLIN said: Before I give my vote, 
I take occasion to give notice to the House that, 
unless there shall be an election effected within 


the next three days, I shall submit a proposition | 


| to the House by way of compromise. I vote for 
| Ricwarpson. 

| Mr: FLORENCE. Suppose we adjourn now 
for three days. [Laughter.] 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 





| number of votes cast, 222; necessary to achoice, 
| 112; of which— 





Nathaniel P. Banks received ...... Seedibare dbeceac 104 
William A. Richardson.........00.sseeeee etecces to 
BUOY Be POET es oc ces te dence cceccscccceesase os O 
Benjamin F. Leiter ......ccccccccccvcccccccescece 2 
| Alexander C. M. Pennington.........+se.ee08 jouw te 
James L. Orr........- obsbic beep aie dde u's als oditsopy. 8 
| Petig Bh. ZollicoGer...ccecicccccccs cece sess Sosevece 1 
| William A. Lake..... 0.€0 60600 noce deed etncsnceece 1 
| John Williams ...... 0... ces ceceee eens eeeesccees 1 
Warner Le Underwo0d ..... 0.0. ccccscccceccccceces 1 
| John Scott Harrison........3 Ns 0b 0 acne babebeenas 1 
| Humphrey Marshall..........ee.eeees er? spake in 
ONE T, CNRIE is cincacssdsnssthhanhsis <heee antes 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Ranks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 


Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chafiee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Durtee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
| Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
| ston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
| kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peiton, Pennington, Perry, 
} Pettit, Pike, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Tirorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 
For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George w. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, ao, ee - ee eee — Ste- 
ens, Stewart, Ta aylor, Vai arner atkins, 
ells, Winslow and John Wright. $ 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eustis, 
orrison Harris, Harrison, Haven Hoffman, 
ennett, Alexander K. Marshall, Paine, Porter, 





_R. Horton, Valentine B. Horwn, Howard, Hughston, Kel- || Puryear, Ready, , Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, 
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| ing was the result of the fifty-second vote: Whole | 





Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, | 






December 13, 
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Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit 
ney, and Zoilicoffer. alk, 
‘or Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 
For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Edwards and Ball. 
For Mf. Orr—Mr. Williams. 
For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 
For Mr. Lake—Mr. Humphrey Marshall. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Marshai—Mr. Walker. 
For Mr. Herbert—Mr. Richardson. 


The Clerk called the roll on the fifty-third vote 
for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 222; necessary toa choice, 
112; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received... ....00eecesecsesss 104 

William A. Richardson... ....scccccesecccccscesees th 

Henry M. Fulller.... ccc cccccsccccce socsesccesccsedh 


Benjamin F. Leiter.....csecccscvcccccccceccceces 9 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.......cessesesecesees Q 


Femmes ac Cer. neccccene oadebeu'aedeens eovcvccccece B 
Wormer In, Umber Weds, cove cs cise ndeawocciasive sees tt 
Solan Scott TASMAN osccae coasts coccccdesgassecces I 
Felix K. Zollicoffer.......... 0 obs eesseeusge 





John Williams........ errr ee 
William W. Boyce......ctcccccSoccece 


So there was no choice. 






The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H, 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timoiby Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran 
ger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Parker, Pearce, Peiton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Strana- 
han, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Wat- 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawtord, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English. 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste- 

hens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 

Vinslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eustis, Foster, 
J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Alexander K. Marshall, Mill- 
ward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Ball and Edwards. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Zollicoffer—Mr. Lake. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Boyce—Mr. Richardson. 


The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll on 
the fifty-fourth vote for Speaker, with the fol- 
lowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 222; 
necessary to a choice, 112; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received.......cecscee seseee e104 

William A. Richardson .........+. < tHe neqencoeenn 16 

Henry M. Pull@t..covcccces cecescvecese cccnccccee: OD 

yt) ele REEae> ScabhscastashoaReicbassen set 

exander C. M. Pennington........eeeeeeeseenes 

Warner L. Underwood.... onece 

SORE DOU TH o.cn's oqnvescgdece stores cassnee 

Sohn WiRMS ..<c0c veces Boccnecderees cvcceccces 

Famnes Lane Di ik noc osnkccesecese bescec peouccesnane 

Fares Bn 6s dna 0.90000 006. no sedcencecacecs 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, aringame, James 
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Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffi on, B , James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Cam Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, n, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 

, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. sores Howard, H » Kel- 
sey, King, Knapp, Knigh nowlton, Knox, Kunkel; 
Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pen » Perry, Pettit, 
Fis Pringle, Peers Serie , Selene’ Robi- 
son, n, Sage, ’ nner. Stan- 
Stranahan gin “Thurston, Todd 


Trafton, Tyson, W: Wakeman, Walbridge, faldron, 
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7 C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Cade, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 


worth. bd 

_ r. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
an Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
granch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson Elliott, English, 
yrans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
ceenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson’W. Harris, Thomas 
L Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
j. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
<aauel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
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A bill making an appropriation for a steam 
dredge on Lake Ontario; 
A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
| harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, New 
York, on Lake Ontario; 
A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Buffalo, New York, on Lake Erie; 
A bill for continuing the improvement of tlre 
| harbor of Sodus bay, Wayne county, New York, 
on Lake Ontario; and 


IN SENATE. 
Faway, December 14, 1855. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Ce- 
zario Wallace, praying for the confirmation of 
his title to a tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of the collec- 


_ Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
ark Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Tal- 
pot, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and 
John V. og os 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Camp! ell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, 
Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey | 
Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, | 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Ball and Edwards. 

For Mr. Underwood—Mr. Etheridge. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Mr. Clerk, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. eR 
Mr. WELLS. I demand tellers on the motion. | 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Situ of | 
Tennessee, and Norton were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to, the tellers having reported only | 
forty-nine in the affirmative. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- | 
ing was the result of the fifty-fifth vote: Whole | 
number of votes cast, 222; necessary to a choice, | 
112; of which— 


} 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, tg Phelps, Powell, | 





Nathaniel P. Banks received..... vecebeutéowcccsesne® J] 
William A. Richardson.........escecccsssscevccee 73 | 
Henry M. Fuller....... copes cccececccecccopecece GO 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.......e.sececeseeees 2 
Jounal Ti. OER is is ou erocccc dices scceceecceves jucur 3 
Benjamin FP. Leiter.......scccccseccecseccccsecee | 
Jon Willa has Soc ccc ces seccceccsccscescccse | 
Jolin Soott Hares ooscce cvcncccccccvecccccccess J 
Lawlemen BGs TRGeiie ses ccilc ccvciscsccccccccocces 2 
an 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks--Messts. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Butfington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, | 
Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
ger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwala- 
der C. Wasbburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson k. w. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Etliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rus Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste hens, 
Stewart, Talbott, eet Vail, Warner, Watkins, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

_ For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 

lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Moore, Paine, Porter, Pur- 
year, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, and 


Zollicoffer. 
Messrs. Ball and Edwards. 


_——$————— 
st SS 





ells, 


For Mr. P. 
For Mr. Orr-—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Keitt—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. MATTESON. Mr. Clerk 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thereupon the House (at twenty minutes to 


» I move that 


three o’clock, p.m.) adjourned until to-morrow 
at twelve, m. 





TT 


tien district of Téche, in the State of Louisiana, 
for the removal of a custom-house from Franklin 
to Berwick city; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of R. D. Livingston, for 
confirmation of the title to four hundred arpents 
of land in the limits of the Bastrop grant; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Peyton G. King, late re- 
ceiver of moneys at Monroe, Louisiana, asking 
to be relieved from certain liabilities incurred in 
consequence of loss by robberies committed of 
public moneys in his possession; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Sarah 
B. Hobbins, sole heir and lineal descendant of 
Michael Jackson, an officer in the revolutionary 
army, praying to beallowed the half pay to which 
her ancestor was entitled; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of William 
M. Brooks and Eliza M. Priest, praying to be 


allowed the amount due their father, Colonel 


David Brooks, as pay and commutation for ser- | 


vices during the revolutionary war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
the board of trustees of the Farmers’ High School 
of Pennsylvania, on the subject of meteorological 
observations; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

On the motion of Mr. SUMNER, the petition 
of Joseph Smith, a captain in the Navy,.repre- 
senting that he has been aggrieved by a decision 
of the Naval Board appointed under an act of 
Congress, approved February 28, 1855, and pray- 
ing for redress, which was heretofore presented 
and laid on the table, was taken up and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD. Since the opening of the ses- 
sion I have had laid on the table two petitions, 
which I desire to have.referred. I move that the 
petition of Catherine V. R. Cochrane be taken 
from the table and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. I move that the petition of 
the Agricultural Society of the State of New 
York, praying for appropriations for the purpose 
of carrying out the design of Lieutenant Maury 
for meteorological observations, be taken from 
the table and referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that G. A. Ma- 
gruder have leave to withdraw from the files of 
the Senate his memorial and the accompanying 
papers. The case is now pending before the 
Court of Claims, and the claimant desires to 
present them there. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. FISH. 1 ask leave to withdraw from the 
files the petition and accompanying a of 
Francis B. Stockton, a purser in the Navy, re- 
lating to a claim for expenditures while in Lon- 
don, with a view to their reference to the Court 
of Claims. 

Leave was granted. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

On the motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEWARD gave notite of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Dunkirk, New York, on Lake Erie; 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Oswego, New York, on Lake Ontario; 














a aoe 


| A bill for continuing the improvement of the 


harbor of Sodus bay, Cayuga county, New York, 
| on Lake Ontario. 

Mr. FESSENDEN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill making appropri- 

|) ations for the continuation and repair of certain 

| public works in the State of Maine, heretofore 

/commenced under the authority of law. 
_Mr. STUART gave notice of his intention to 

ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

| A bill making an appropriation for the com- 

pletion of the harbor at Monroe, Michigan; and 

| A bill for the improvement of the harbor at 
Clinton river, in that State. 

} POWER TO RECEIVE BILLS. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. In pursuance of previous no- 
tice, I ask leave to introduce a bill to remove ob- 
structions to the mouths of the Mississippi at the 
Southwest Pass, and the Pass a4|’Outre. I ask 
that it may be read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce 

Mr. CASS. I thought it was understood that 
no bills were to be presented until the organiza- 
tion of the House. I think the Chair so ruled 
yesterday, and we postponed the presentation of 

ills on that account. 

The PRESIDENT. It has beenthe practice, 
hitherto, not to receive bills until the organiza- 
tion of the two Houses has taken place. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Not for the purpose of refer- 

| ence? 

The PRESIDENT. The practice has been 
| not to receive bills at all before the organization 
| of the two Houses. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. I cannot see any objection 
| to receiving and referring them: 
| Mr. SEWARD. It was decided, with the 
| consent of the whole Senate, yesterday, that bills 

could not be introduced. 
| Mr. RUSK. It is legislative business. 
| Mr. BUTLER. I doubt very much whether 
it is within the competency of this House to pro- 
ceed to business before the organization of the 
| other. We are connected with the other House, 
as a legislative body, by the Constitution. | 
recollect that, on one occasion, the subject was 
very fully discussed by some of the old Senators; 
| and it was held incompetent for this House to 
| receive any bill before the organization of the 
| House of Representatives. I think they even 
| went so far as to refuse to receive any initiatory 
| measure, such as a memorial, which might lead 
| to legislation. 
| Mr. STUART. I understand that the Senator 
‘from Louisiana does not urge the proposition, 


| Mr. SLIDELL. Certainly not. 
| 


' 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several executive messages having been re- 
| ceived from the President of the United States, 

| On the motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate 
| proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
| were reopened, and the Senate adjourned to Mon- 
| day. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 14, 1855. 


The Clerk called the House to order at twelve 
o’clock, m. is 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The House proceeded to vote the fifiy-sixth 
time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 224; necessary to a 
choice, 113; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received.....esccecesseeeses+ 106 
William A. Richardson, oc... 0000 c0cees seeveccceses 0 
Henry BM. PebeRoccdsnapercesccecccecepecicccetce & 
James Li. Our ccncpisidnesecccccs cee 
Benjamin F. Geer. .006 veces cccesescssescscces 
Solan Withaaiaails bs ies 68k 6 a6 000 6 eeehscdeass cece 
John Scott Harrison... cccccccesveccecccsvveeeies 
FOS Wi in nd « tineedtonccesa(déneciocnesee 


So there was no choice. 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


Fov Mr. Banks—Mesers. Se Barbour, Henry | 


Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Camback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 


Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- | 


bert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas RK. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike,Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranaban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 


For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, | 


Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 


Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuiler, Goode, Green- || 


wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidweil, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miiler, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 'T'al- 
bott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and 
John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Har- 
rison, Haven, Hotiman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander 
K. Marshall, Huinptirey Marshall, Millward, Moore, Paine, 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rieaud, Rivers, Scott, Wii- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Watker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Wiilliams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Denver—Mr. Richardson. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the fifty-seventh vote: Whole | 


number of votes cast, 226; necessary to a choice, | 
114; of which— = 


Nathaniel P. Banks received... ...ccecees ceeces 0 16 
William A. Richardaon.......cccccccsdeccccscccces 04 
Henry M. Fuller.........+. 
INE Re i iins itnd been sdhs +s venbinh.cowe naahee, th 
PE 5 BI cans onns veaveccnce (0005) cccned 
John Williams...... eebecess 
John Scott Harriet... ....ccecsscccsccce 
Zedekiah Kidwell........... 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, | 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Ciark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
reil, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, | 
Dodd, Durfee, Edwards,Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, | 
Gulbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- | 
kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian | 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Tet, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wakiron, | 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etlibu B. Washburne, Israe! | 
ae Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- | 
worth. 
For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, | 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson k. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- 
lish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, | 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L.. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letch- 
er Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 
MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Atephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Etheridge, 
Hustis, Evans, Foster,J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Moore, Paine, Porter, Pur- 
— » Ready, Ricaud,Rivers,Seott, William R. Smith, 

Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit- 
as and Zollicoffer. 
or Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Herrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Kidwell —Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. [ ‘move 
that when this House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next, at the usual hour. I under- 
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stand that the Senate have adopted a similar mo- 
| tion. I make the motion with a view to give 
| time and opportunity for further deliberation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Upon that I demand tellers. 

Mr. DUNN. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Clerk—— 

Mr. LETCHER. Lunderstand the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania desires to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We might as 
well take the vote now upon the motion as at 
any other time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Has there not already 
been a response to the call of the first name? 

The CLERK. There has not. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) Whatare we voting 
on? 

The CLERK. The House is voting for Speak- 
er; the motion in reference to the adjournment 

| having been withdrawn. 

| ‘The Clerk then again called the roll, and the 
| following was the result of the fifty-eighth vote: 
| Whole number of votes cast, 225; necessary to 
|achoice, 113; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received..........ceeeeeee eee 106 





William A. Richardson..........6+000 asntane oiesde 
Henry M. Fuller...... cd ocvvadecceie cbaveeus cvecesSh 
James L. Orr.....00s- Scenwevusashes ph gene tewe even 1 


Benjamin F’. Leiter.......... 1 
BGG WRRIEE... . has cvctve sensevscieictcoscdosaves 8 
JONR Hovts MarvisdWs.cisccc cccccncevedesesscoccancéea & 
ORD Te TOW sv ncidcnsd 6 osccntcvcincgon ponese & 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks--Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Duriee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richards}n—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford. 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Au- 
gustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- 
bert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Pow- 
ell, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John 
V. Wright. ‘ 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 
Edie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Moore, 
Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

* For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bowie—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I 
move that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next at twelve o’clock, m.; 
and upon that proposition I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 36, nays 185; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Henry 8. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, James 
H. Campbelt, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Cox, Menry 
Winter Davis, Edmundson, Eustis, Evans, Foster Henry 
M. Fuller, J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Keitt, Kennett, 
Kunkel, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, MeMiullin, 
Orr, Paine, Porter, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Sa » Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Swope, Walker, 
Wells, and Zollicoffer—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, 
Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, 
Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, k, Bradshaw, 
Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Broom, Buth ’ B ‘ 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Lewis D. Campbel , Carlile, Caskie, 
Chafiee, Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, 








December 18, 


Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comin 
Covode, Cragin, Craige , Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Dam 
| rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edwards, Ey, 
Emrie, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, Florey,’ 
Thomas J. D. Fulier, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Goo,,’ 
Granger, Green wood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert 8. fy’ 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L.. Harris, Harris,’ 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Hortoy’ 
Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewey’ 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Kidwey 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letelye,’ 
Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel! 8. Marsijai’ 
Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, McQueen, Meacham, x 
lian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrjjj 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perr 
Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reag,’ 
Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rus’ 
Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Shermay’ 
Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stay’ 
ton, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Tijoy. 
ington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Under. 
wood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Waibridge, Waldro 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburnye 
Israel] Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Wheeler. 
Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and 
John V. Wright—185. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow. 
| ing was the result of the fifty-ninth vote: Whole 

number of votes cast, 224; necessary to a choice, 
113; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received........cecees cece ese lO5 
Vein eh, RAO, 0 nck nn dcckebndcnenéetaeces 26 
Henry M. Fuller.... cccccceeeee ercesevseseeseoees AL 
James Tes eRe sc kh do cates Sanday stocWaseupeceice 2 
Benjamin F. Leiter......ccscccceseccccsvcesceses | 
Job RIM e «da sccvendicnestte ocenatediae daseseud 
JOhn Boks MATiBOM co acnsincuscecascpemecencencee | 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Biss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, James H, 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damre'l, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gi)- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robi- 
son, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Bewie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craize, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- 
lish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelley, Kidwell, Letch- 
er, Lumpkin, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMuilin, 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Or, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel! A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Ball, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Bayard Clark, Carlile, Cox, Cuiien, Henry Winter 
Davis, Edie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lind- 
ley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
Moore, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Hickman—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 


r. ETHERIDGE. It is very evident that 
we can accomplish nothing by balloting; and I 
therefore move that the House stand adjourned 
till to-morrow. é‘ 
Mr. CUMBACK. Before the House adjourns, 
I desire to announce that there will be a meeting 
this evening of Anti-Néebraskaites —— 
Cries of ‘‘Order!”? **Order!”’ 
r. LETCHER. [ask for tellers on the mo- 


tion to adjourn. 
I call for the yeas and 
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Mr. MORGAN. 

nays. 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vam and 
Kwox were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 1(2, noes 60. 

So the motion was carricd; and thereupon, * 
half past two, p. m., the House adjourned til! 
to-morrow at twelve, m. 
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~~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, December 15, 1855. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o'clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 
Mr. HICKMAN. Mr. Clerk, I move the 


Resolved, That no person shall be considered a candidate 
for Speaker of this House who shall not be supported as 
the sixtieth vote; that upon the said sixtieth | 


following resolution: 
| 


such upon : ; 
yote, and each subsequent vote being taken, the candidate 


more have an equal vote, and beiow that of the other can- || 
didates, shall be stricken from the list of candidates until 
two only shall remain to be voted for, when the vote shall 
be taken on the said remaining two, and the person then 
having the highest vote shall be the duly elected Speaker, 
rovided he shall have a majority of a quorum of the mem- 
rs of the House. 

And upon the resolution I ask for the yeas and 
nays. , 

Mr. MATTESON. I move te lay that reso- 
lution on the table. ; , 

Mr. LETCHER. I have asubstitute which I 
wish to offer for that resolution. 

The CLERK. A motion to lay the resolution 
on the table having been made, itis believed that | 
a substitute is not in order. . 

{Loud cries of, ** Let us hear the substitute !’’ | 
«* Read!”’ ** Read !”’ 

The substitute offered by Mr. Letcuer was 
read, as follows: 

Whereas this Flouse has been engaged in a fruitless ef- 
fort to organize, by the election of a Speaker, for near two 
weeks: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Clerk prepare a letter, to be signed 
by each member of this House, resigning his seat, in order 


that a new election may be held in each congressional dis- 
trict in the States and in all the Territories. 





Many Memsers. That is right. Let us vote | 
for that. [Laughter and excitement. ] 
Mr. MATTESON. I move to lay the resolu- | 

| 





tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 
Hickman] on the table; and on that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Clerk, has the | 
substitute of the gentleman from Virginia been 
admitted ? 

The CLERK. No, sir; the substitute is not | 
in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
gentleman who made the motion to lay the reso- | 
lution on the table to withdraw his motion, so as 
to enable the gentleman from Virginia to offer his | 
resolution as a substitute for the original resolu- 
tion, and let us have a vote upon that substitute. 

Mr. MATTESON. I withdraw my motion for 
that purpose. 

Mr. SAGE. Mr. Clerk 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) I 
believe I have the floor. I had the floor, and 
requested the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Marreson] to withdraw his motion to lay on the 
table for the purpose of allowing the gentleman 
from Virginia to offer his substitute. I under- 
stand that the gentleman from New York has 
withdrawn his motion. 

Mr. SAGE. I propose an amendment to the 
substitute offered i the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia; and that is, that the gentleman offering that 
substitute shall lead off by resigning first, and | 
having the House to act on that resignation, and | 
then have every gentleman who favors the plan 
follow it, until we get through. te 

Laughter and cries of, **Good!”’ “Good!’’] | 

Mr. LETCHER. In reply to that suggestion, | 
I would say that I shall very cheerfully comply 
with it, if the gentleman from New York {Mr. 
Sace] will give me the assurance that he will | 
play fair and follow my example. 

Now, sir, it is perfectly evident from the state 
of things here, that we are not likely to organize 
for some time to come, and I think it more than 
probable that if we should resign and go home, | 
it would be a very difficult matter for the people 
to send back a number of gentlemen who would 
have the same difficulty in electing a Speaker that 
we have had. 

Mr. SAGE. I will not pledge myself to com- 
ply with the wishes of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, frora the fact that I feel conscious of havin 

one my duty here, in compliance with the senti- 
ments of the people who have sent me here; and 
until | become satisfied that my efforts here are 








| 
| 
| 





|| ter 
i! . 
having the lowest vote, or the candidates, where two or | here for two weeks, preventing an organization 


| believe that that gentleman ought to be followed 


I appeal to the || 


/agree upon any candidate. 
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fruitless, I shall not consent to resign my seat. | 


I am acting with the majority of those who stand |) 

here in opposition to the Administration; and I 

intend to act notin any factious opposition. The 
delay in the organization of the House is no fault || 
of mine. And let me assure my friend from Vir- || 
ginia, that if the signs of the times do not deceive | 
us, we will not trouble him with voting many || 
times longer. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I think the resolution of- || 
fered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Hickman} comes from a very appropriate quar- 
It comes from the faction that has anol out | 


of the House. [Laughter.] And, Mr. Clerk, I | 
by that entire faction, if they adopt the resolution | 
and carry it out in good faith, so far as they are | 
concerned. [Laughter.] 


Mr. LETCHER. I should like tobe informed, 


before I adopt the suggestion of the gentleman || 


from Ohio, whether he believes, if the Democratic | 

arty should think proper to withdraw from the 

all, the balance of them could elect a Speaker! 
{Great laughter.} As matters stand at present, 
the Opposition seem to be entirely in a state of | 
confusion. The happy family seem to be rather 
in a destitute condition. I doubt whether they 
could organize the House, if left to themselves. I 
doubt whether they could get a majority then to 


| greater hostility between the different factions of | 
the Opposition, than there is between either of 
them and the Democratic party. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will respond to the inter- | 
rogatory of the gentleman from Virginia cheer- | 
fully. I do not think the difficulty is so great | 
with us as he seems to suppose. I think if those 
gentlemen with whom he acts will just step out | 
of the Hall for about fifteen minutes, they will 
find that we can organize. [Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. WADE obtained the floor, 

[Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’} 

Mr. WADE. I will trouble the House but 
just a minute. I do not think the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] is 
extensive enough. [Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’ 
‘*No more speeches!’”’ &c.] Gentlemen cannot 
ery me down. I do not wish to speak but for a 
moment; but I will not be put down. [Cries of | 
** Order !’*} 


There seems to be |) 





" 


Mr. MATTESON. I now renew my motion 
to lay the whole proposition on the table. 

Mr. KEITT. What is the proposition the 
gentleman moves to lay upon the table? 

The CLERK. It is the original resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
with the amendments. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the question. 

Mr. HICKMAN. We have been engaged 
now for many days in a fruitless effort to elect a 
| Speaker to preside over this House. 

Mr. MATTESON. I rise to a question of 
| order. The motion to lay on the table is not 
debatable. ‘ 
| Several Memsers. No matter. “Don’t inter- 
rupt him. 

Mr. MATTESON, Very well. 
| insist upon the question of order. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I say we have been en- 


gaged for many days in a fruitless effort to clect 


I will not 


|| a Speaker of this House. It is to be presumed, 


| sir—for I entertain no presumption to the con- 

| trary—that we all desire an early organization of 
the House; and it is for the purpose of testing 
the strength of this feeling that | have offered the 

| resolution now before you, for it is perfectly evi- 


|| dent that if the resolution is to pass, an ergani- 


| zation must be effected before many additional 
| votes shall have been taken; and it may be 
effected this day. I have offered it eiso for the 
purpose of ascertaining distinctly who are and 
_who are not in favor of an early organization. 
It has been said, and no dovbt the country, 
in part, believes it, whether it be true or not, 
that the reason why an orgznization cannot be 
effected. is because of the numerous candidates 
| in anticipation, who have not yet been taken up 
as such to any considerable extent, and who are, 
therefore, interested in preventing an organization 
by the election of any of the present candidates. 
Now, sir, the resolution which I have presented 
| cuts off any such persons as these from the possi- 
bility of becoming candidates, unless they shall 
be voted for on the first ballot this morning. The 
next ballot wil! cut off the candidates receiving the 
lowest number of votes, thus reducing the num- 
ber by one, and so on until the number is cut 
dewn to the two candidates from whom the elec- 
| tion must be made. 
These are the reasons which have influenced 








Mr. DUNN. I demand to know upon what | 
question the House is to vote? 

Mr. WADE, I do not yield the floor. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state the ques- 
tion; but he first will ask the gentleman from 


me in presenting this resolution, which I have 
| done upon my own responsibility, without the 
solicitation of any man. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I was not in the House 


| when the resolution was offered by my friend over 





New York [Mr. Sace] whether he persists in 
his amendment to the substitute? 
Mr. SAGE. I must persist in it, if the gentle- 
man from Virginia persists in his substitute, 
Mr. LETCHER. As gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House seem to be in trouble about 


| my proposition 

Me VADE. I have the floor, and I do not 

= it for any purpose. I| ask the Clerk if I 
ave not the floor? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Ohio is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I 
move to lay the whole matter upon the table. 

| Mr. WADE. The gentleman cannot make 

| that motion while I have the floor. I do not 
yield it to him or any one else for any purpose 
whatever. 

Mr. LETCHER. As gentlemen upon the 
other side seem to be in trouble about my propo- 
sition, and as I am pretty sure they would not | 
accede to it if nak by our side, | withdraw it. 

Mr. WADE. I cannot yield the floor for the 
gentleman from Virginia to withdraw his propo- 
sition, until I have made a suggestion by way of 
making it more perfect. I think his substitute 
does not extend far enough. If he will make it 
extend to the whole Administration, and let the 
President resign, and the whole matter be referred 
together back te the people, I will agree to it 
with my whole heart and soul. 

Many Memsers. That’s right! That’s the 
proposition! 

Mr. LETCHER. I have the floor now, 
believe, and will withdraw my proporitioa. 

The CLERK. The question 1s won the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York 





(Mr. Sace] to the substitute. i 


1|| 


the way, [Mr. Hickman,] and L ask that it may be 
again read. 
The resolution was again reported. ; 
Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, 1 hope that it 
will not be the pleasure of the House to adopt 
thatresolution. ‘Though not of a novelcharacter, 
yet, sir, it is a proposition that has never been 
adopted within my knowledge by this or any 
| other legislative body. 
| It will be remembered by you, sir, and by this 
| House, that day before yesterday 1 gave notice 
| that unless an aie was effected within two or 
three days thereafter, | would submit a proposi- 
| tion by way of compromise. And I now under- 
| take to say that if it be the will of the body to 
| vote down the pending proposition, | shall, in 
| good faith, on ieadey neXt present my compro- 
| mise. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
| of your proposition ? 
Mr. McMULLIN. I shall offer it in due time, 
| and when presented gentlemen can then ascertain 
| its nature. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Offer it now. 
keep us in suspense unless you do. 
| Mr. MeMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, I will not un- 
dertake to say to the House that my proposition, 
when submitted, will receive the sanction of a 
majority of members; but I will say that it shall 
bear upon its face the principle of equity and 
justice—much more so than does the one now 
under consideration. And I will go further, and 
add, that if it be the pleasure of the House to 
adopt my proposition, I can guaranty immnie- 
diately thereafter a speedy organization of the 


body. 
Mr. BOCOCK. State your proposition. 
Mr. McMULLIN. r. Clerk, 1 had hoped 


What is the nature 


You will 
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from the repeated notices which had been given, 
and more especially from that given out last even- 
ing, that we would have assembled here to-day, 
and at once have succeeded in effecting an election. 

Mr. MATTESON. Perhapswe shall. [Laugh- 


ter. 





from New York, I hope we shall vote down the 
proposition which has been submitted by the 
genuteman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hickman. ] 


Mr. MATTESON, That is just what we are | 


gomg todo. [Renewed laughter. ]} 
~ Mr. MeMULLIN. That is very well, then. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Clerk, 1 desire to say 
a few words in reference to this question. I hope 
no extraordinary expedient will be resorted to 
for the purpose of electing a presiding officer of 
this House; and I shall be muchisurprised if any 
such proposition shall meet with favor from the 
Democratic side. 

Sir, it is not the fault of this side that many 
days of valuable time and thousands of the peo- 
ple’s money have been squandered in a fruitless 
ctiert to elect a presiding officer. No, sir; the 
responsibility is with the majority upon this floor; 
with those men who have filled the land with 
clamer about ** Americans ruling America,’ and 
who are now manifesting to the country their 
peculiar fitness to administer the affairs of this 
great Government; since, with an overwhelming 
majority, and after some fifty-odd ballots, they 


have been unable to even elect a Speaker of the | 


House of Representatives. 


A Voice. Have the Opposition a majority? | 
Mr. ENGLISH. Yes, sir; the Opposition 


claim to have a majority of fifty or sixty votes. 
It is conceded that they have. Reverse the ex- 
isting condition of affairs, and give the Demo- 
crats a majority; yes, a majority of but one; 
and we shall have a presiding officer elected on | 
the first call of the roll. And why? Because 
the Democratic party is a national party, with 
clear and well-defined principles, which are as 
broad as the Republic, and as dear to the true 
men of one section of the Union as the other. 

I again repeat, let us have no extraordinary | 
expedients. We have had too many instances 
since the organization of a certain modern party | 
in this country of extraordinary expedients being 
resorted to in order to carry elections; some of 
them, I regret to say, as disgraceful as they were | 
extraordinary. Let us have none of it here. Let 
us abide by the usage of this and other legislative 
bodies. Let us stand by our principles and the | 
nominees of the Democratic caucus. 


For myself I have no concessions to make, no | 


proposition to offer orentertain. I shall continue 
to stand where I always have stood, upon the 


THE 


Mr. McMULLIN. Then, with my friend | 


'| very worthy colleague, and 


|| respect. 





Mr. DUNN. Mr. Clerk, I wish to makera 


! 
! 
| 


|| suggestion in regard to the language of the reso- | 
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position to create any difficulty in the organizatio, 


ee eencinciianatnantet ) 
| MY. WHEELER. Mr. Clerk, I have no dis. 


| lution. I believe that it proposes to this House || of this House; butas I have been daguerreotype4 
| this: That in certain contingencies, which are te || in certain quarters as being one of the individuals 


|| who by the Constitution and the laws of the 
|| country are eligible to office, shall, by that reso- 
|| tion, be rendered ineligible. I should like to 
‘| know who confers authority for this extraordi- 
| nary system of ostracism? 

|| ‘There is another fact in connection with some 
|| portions of the resolution to which I invite the 
|| attention of gentlemen. It declares that after the 
|| first ballot those who shall have received the 
| lowest vote—and it is to be remembered that this 


| is the action of the House of Representatives in | 


| an inchoate condition, and not that of a caucus— 
|| shall be ostracized; that is, shall be no longer re- 


|| garded as candidates. Are they not to be rendered | 
| incapable of those honors which the laws of the | 


‘| land and the Constitution of the country give 


|| them? Are they not to be considered as recu- | 
‘| sants, and to have their votes, if they choose to | 


1] 


| adhere to our first choice, stricken from your 
| 


|| your proceedings. If I see fit not to vote for A 

_or Bor C, and adhere to Z, can you strike my 

| name and my vote from your roll, or disregard 
it altogether ? 

I grant that you may in direct terms say thata 

plurality vote shall prevail—and that is what the 


thing comes toat last. Then, why not say so in | 
|, plain words?—that in the next vote which we | 


_ shall take, the member having a plurality of votes 
| Shall be declared Speaker. 
| Now, sir, my colleague over the way [Mr. 


| Enauisa] fell into a little excitement this morning 


|| —I regretted to see it—about what he supposes 


| isa great disorganizing and disturbing spirit in 
| the land growing out of the party catchword, that 
| **Americans shall rule America.”’ 

where I am best known, it is perfectly well un- 
| derstood that I do not sympathize with all the 
| sentiments that are attributed to the American 


| party. but I take the gentleman upon the words he 


1as used here, and I ask him, if Americans shall 
not rule America, who he says’shall? Let him 
| answer that question. [Loud cries of ‘* Good!”’ 
** Good !”’} 
I have another word of reply to make to m 
ih it in all kind- 
| ness—for he is agentleman for whom I have entire 
He says, falling into the ery of certain 
newspapers that are bringing te bear a vast 
amount of outward pressure, that we are wast- 
| ing the precious time and precious treasure of the 
| people; and I suppose, sir, that when we have 
| chosen a presiding officer of this House, then 


old-fashioned Democratic platform—the platform || we shall hear, instead of its being a wasting of 


of the Constitution and the Union. 
sition may come to this platform, but I shal 
go to theirs, nor shall | meet them on any middle | 
ground; and even if the twelve Apostles differed | 
with me in this instance, I should hesitate about | 
compromising with them unless they subscribed 
oa to the Democratic creed. aoat 
r. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I trust, | 
Mr. Clerk, that the attempt to place this House 
under an extraordinary rule will not succeed. 1 
unfortunately belong to the minority. [Laugh- | 
ter.) I do not claim to be a member of that | 
majority upon which the gentleman from Indiana | 
{[Mr. Enetisn) says the responsibility of our | 
organization rests. I think the country cannot | 
fail to perceive its own image in its representation | 
here. Asa member of that minority, I rejoice | 
that the country will have the data, by our diffi- | 
culties here, on which to form a sound judgment | 
upon the issues presented, and on which to choose | 
between the members of the triangle that we form | 
here at present. Lam willing to abide the sense 
of the country. I believe that we are well en- 
gaged, and profitably to the country, in making 
this exhibition. If you adopt that resolution, 
what do you leave to the minority, to which I 
aoa is national—except to 
le 


turn its back t the two sectional ies of this 
House the best way they can? [Laughter.] 
i trust that the gentlemen on the other side of the 


House, who claim to be—I do not exactly know 
what to call them, but I suppose it is the Demo- 
crati¢ party, if they prefer the name. I hope 
they will take a in season, and not bring 
this thing to a premature denouément. 


The o> + || thousands of the precious treasure of the country, 
not || that we have opened the flood-gates to robbers, 


| and that they have plundered the country of mil- 
‘lions, [Laughter and cries of ** good !’’] 

| has been the past history of some parties that we 
_ know of in this country, and I think there had 
| better not be a commencement of casting stones 
| from certain quarters just yet on that subject. 
| We had better wait a little until we are in a con- 
dition to compare notes. 

| Now, I have a word or two to say in conclu- 
sion in relation to the organization of the House. 
| I have been willing to adopt any mode which oc- 
curred to meas practicable to organize this House. 
I have seen no mode suggested as yet, which, in 
my judgment, would be likely to lead to an early 
result upon that subject. 

I do not intend to make any remarks reflectin 
on the course of any gentleman for his local an 
personal preferences. From the first, I have had 
none; but perceiving, as I thought, after certain 
things had occurred here, which are known to 
the public, a determination to force all men into 
a certain position, local and personal, I have 
chosen for one to hold back. There are other 
reasons, with which, for the present, I do not 
intend to disturb this House. “I shall make no 
remarks which would kindle up unkind feelings 
here. But let me ask those who are so anxious to 
place myself and may colleague, [Mr. Scorr,] and 
other gentlemen, who do not choose to come u 
to the mark, with ropes upon our hands, 
register an edict against us—let me ask them to 
wait, and we shall, by and by, have an ex - 
tion which will, perhaps, satisfy some of . 


| 
| 





| record? You are required to keep a record of all | 


I believe that | 


Such | 


| arise in the progress of our balloting, persons, | who prevent an organization, I have waited nq. 


| tiently for an opportunity to reply, and to giv. 

some reasons why I am not to be roped in o, 
used as a tool by a corrupt lobby, onby any press 
in this country. 

Sir, I came into this Hall in the last Congress 
an adherent of the National Democratic party 
and I took ground upon the threshold agains, 
|| the present Administration, for its appointment 

of men to office whom | knew to be Free-Soilers. 
| 1 opposed that Administration openly and plainly 
|| [came in, as I have said, a National Democrat, 
upon the compromise measures of 1850 as q 
finality—upon the platform laid down by the 
Democratic Convention at Baltimore, opposing 
the agitation of the question of slavery, either in 
Congress or out of it, in any shape or form jy 
which it might be attempted. 

Well, sir, gentlemen on the Democratic side of 
the House differed from me upon that subject, 
They introduced a measure here which I deemed 
tantamount to opening the flood-gates of agita. 
tion. I opposed it strenuously. I was thus 
thrown, with many of my colleagues, into work- 
ing with gentlemen with whom I had differed all 
— life. 

went home, upon that simple issue, an anti- 
Nebraska Democrat. I received a Democratic 
nomination, and, by the aid of votes in my dis. 
trict of all parties, | came back. 

A gentleman has been voted for who I person- 
ally respect, [Mr. Banks,] and in the remarks 
which I propose to make I intend him no u- 
kindness. hen the Nebraska bill was before 
this body in the last Congress, he took ground 
different from what I did. He voted upon a 
motion made by Mr. Ricwarpson to suspend the 
rules, and‘released that bill from the tomb in 
which it had been placed by its opponents, and 
brought it to a direct vote, which rendered its 
passage inevitable. 

I have held myself*aloof, acting as an inde- 
|| pendent Representative; and because some few 
gentlemen have chosen to cast scattering votes 
for me, I have been held up as an aspirant for 
the Speakership. 

Pursued by a corrupt lobby, entreated and 
threatened, I have respectfully declined to do 
anything but upon my own responsibility—to 
act in accordance with my own judgment of what 
I deem to be right, so that | might have the 
approval of my own conscience, even if I did not 
|| have the approval of other men. 

I do not intend, at any time, either now or 
hereafter, to be made to vote for any man or any 
vroposition in conflict with my own sentiments. 
T'shall discharge my duty regardless of men or 
party. lam the tool of neither. 

When this election is over, I may give my 
| reasons in detail for the course I have seen fit to 

er in this contest; and I hope that they will 

e satisfactory. I shall certainly feel that I have 
discharged my duty. I shall identify myself 
with no extremist, North or South; but I shall 
siand here to aid in maintaining the integrity of 
this Union. ' ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. It is not my in- 
tention to enter into the discussion of any sub- 
ject that has been brought before the House this 
mornfhg. I seek the floor for a different oy arm 
and regard this as an appropriate time to bring 
to the notice of the House the remarks made a 
few days since by the gentleman from Ohio. 
There are many political parties now in the 
House of Representatives; they are called by 
various names, and it is difficult to distinguish in 
reference to any, except that Spartan band who 
have from the first voted for Mr. Ricwarpson. 

It will be remembered that when the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Campsexi,] to whom | 
shall address a question—the first prominent 
Opposition candidate for Speaker, (for there 

ly are so many ies here amongst the Know 
Nothings and Fusionists, that they have finally 
assumed the name of ‘* opposition to the Admin- 
istration;”’) I say, when that gentleman dec/ined 
the other day being further a candidate for Speaker, 
in the handsome manner in which he did, he stated 
to the House that he was satisfied he could not 
be elected unless he gave up his long-cherished 


| 
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rinciples upon the subject of slavery; or unless 
fe should agree to propositions in reference to the 
formation of committees, which, in his judgment, 
would make him a fit subject for public contempt. 
These remarks would imply that propositions 
had been made to that honorable gentleman, 
either in relation to his opinions upon the subject 
of slavery or in relation to the formation of the | 
committees of this House, to secure his election. | 
Now, sir, | know that no such proposition ever 
came from the Democratic party; and I want to 
know from that gentleman, if any such proposi- 
tions have been made, where did they come from 
_from what party, and from what section? 
Had not the gentleman made the speech he | 
did, I should not have asked such a question of 
him. I did not suppose that any such proposi- | 
tion would come from any party or any man | 
upon the floor of the House of Representatives. | 
But, as 1 have said, the speech itself indicates | 
that such propositions have been made, and that | 
is the only evidence I have of the fact. But I 
think it is due to the country, it is due to the | 
House, and it is due to the gentleman’s own self- 
respect, that he shall come out and say whether | 
such propositions have really been made; and if | 
so, from whom they came. Let us know it; let 
the country know it. If there is a party in this 
House that will make such propositions as the 
centleman intimates have been made in relation 
to the formation of committees, and in relation 
to the subject of slavery, it ought be known, and 
the sooner the better. I have said that they did 
not come from the Democratic party, and I want 
to know from what party they did come. 
I am not one of those who despair of the Union. 
[ see no danger in the present condition of the 
House, from the delay of it organization. The 
Democratic party act now as ay always have 
acted—upon principle; and standing upon the 
principles of that party, L am willing to sit here 
and vote from now until the 4th of March, 1857; 
and I could do it without fear of danger to the 
Union. Ihave no complaints to make of the 
conduct of the Opposition; nor have I complaints 
tomake of any one. I like to see good feeling 
prevail. I have merely risen to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio the question which I have pro- 
pounded, candidly, whether such propositions 
have been made, and, if so, by whom? I trust 
he will give us an answer, and relieve the House | 
from the seeming insinuation made by his speech. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Some days ago, in good 
faith, | withdrew, as far as I had power, the ob- 
stacles to the organization of the House. The 
effort has been made very ingeniously by the 
honorable gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Situ] 
to put me on the witness stand this morning, in | 
order that I may be examined and cross-exam- | 
ined as to what I meant by the remarks I then | 
submitted. 

Sir, let me say to that gentleman that I have | 
served here for six years, and have “ traveled”’ 
somewhat. [Laughter.] I take this occasion to 
inform him that I do not now recognize his right 
thus to interrogate me, and that I will not permit | 
myself to be placed in that situation which might | 
pessuen new obstacles to the organization of this 

ody. 

The business, sir, which the country demands 
at our hands is not this fire and cross-fire. I am | 
responsible, I tell the gentleman, not only to those 
with whom I act politically, but to my political 
opponents, foreverything | uttered on that ecca- | 
sion—I take not back one single word—I bide my | 
time, sir, for explanations, if any are necessary. 
That time is not now. The only legitimate | 
business of this body, I repeat, is its organiza- | 
tion, and I decline to be put upon the witnessstand | 
forthe purpose of producing discord between the 
various parties of the House. 

_Mr. READE. Mr. Clerk, we are wasting 
lume, and fretting each other—mere child’s play. 
When a Speaker is elected, of course he must be | 
from the North or the South. If from the North, | 
courtesy requires that he should be one least ob- | 
jectionable to the South; and if from the South, | 
courtesy requires that he should be one least ob- | 
Jectionable tothe North. I submita plan which, | 
if adopted, would insure organization certainly, and 
harmony probably. The plan is this: let the North | 
select the Speaker, the Sonth will vote with | 
them, upon condition they select him from the | 
South; or, let the South select him, and the North | 








will vote with them, upon condition they select | 


him from the North. And to test the sense of 


the House and allow time for conference, I move | 
that the House do now adjourn; and on that mo- 


tion I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Cries of ‘‘Call the roll!’’} 

he CLERK. The question now recurs on the 
motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Marreson,] to lay upon the table the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Peiinsylvania, { Mr. 
Hickman.] ‘The yeas and nays were demanded, 

Mr. MATTESON, I withdraw the demand 
for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

[Cries of ‘* Go on with the call.’’] 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and 
the following was the result of the sixtieth vote: 
Whole number of votes cast, 224; necessary to a 
choice, 113; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received... ......cccccccescces 105 
TE Dix DOUEINONNs 00 e cwhdetebeccec nes Géne 74 
SUS Us OMENS 6 och a daudbartendecedoces débeudbs 40 
NE WS TNE ects dc wbbaedvcndbucdtectud egedeebaet 1 
Peemiperie: Ph. Lett i vs jp tcod ds 0060 00s cpntdesecnsi l 
SOE SR ca d:40 Uhh bape nen, tnt Vike teeeeas de: 
EN COU MOTO ce Suiedduceeeccecncctes vetaed 1 
SOU TO ino ia jks c db vcdvedic Sovee Se cecensevesé 1 
Alexander C. M. Pennington............. ssiocsece 3 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail! 


For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 


| 


Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, | 


Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gal- 
loway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eilihu 
B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett,.George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste- 
phens, Stewart; Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, 
Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Har- 
rison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexan- 
der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Moore, 
Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 
Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Under- 
wood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Ball. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Kelly—Mr. Richardson. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the sixty-first vote: Whole 
number of votes cast, 226; necessary toachoice, 
114; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received. ........00ee00% 
William A. Richardson ..........cce0cecees voce 
Menry BGs Pallets ccccss cdccccdices ccops 
SRUNEO Bie Cin 6 occ 000600 cndeencas 
Benjamin F. Leiter... ....5..ccceesecees 
SOU PUM rea bekine cccec¥eccbescccecsccetes 
Bole BOTs i «kik ois 6s 0 a dcidccnc Gince decd 
PE SO iitad ic atttinghéntdiecaccedtuetnes 
Alexander C. M. Pennington. ......s.cecesses cess 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Cam bell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo- 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 


eeeee 


ee 
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Harian, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hortow, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Know! 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCurty, 
Meacham, Kifttian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton. Penning 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Reb 
bins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Sim 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, ‘Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, EBllihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawiord, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Engtish, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 


| Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 


Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me 

Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruflin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste- 
yhens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, 
Vells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Carapbetl, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, ! avn, 
Hoffinan, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Moore, Paine, Porter, Pur 
year, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Scou, William R. 
Sinith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williains. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Smith—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Ball. 


Mr. FLAGLER, (at two o’clock, p. m.) I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House 
thereupon adjourned till twelve o’clock, m., on 
Monday. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 17, 1855. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of Benja- 
min Hathaway, praying that the bounty land to 
which Charlotte Hathaway was entitled as widow 
of his father, Silas Hathaway, a revolutionar 
soldier, may be granted to her children; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Robert W. Coggeshall and 
others, heirs of Daniel Hall, deceased, praying 
for compensation for loss of property destroyed 
by the enemy during the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims. 
Also, the petition of Isaac S, Whitford, for 


| bounty land on account of the revolutionary ser- 


vices of his father, Thomas Whitford, deceased; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Oliver Weeks, 
praying to be allowed the bounty land due their 
faiher for revolutionary services; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Wil- 
liam H. Dorrance and others, heirs of Dovid 
Dorrance, a captain in the New York line of the 
revolutionary army, and the petition of the chil- 
dren and heirs of Captain David Swezy, of the 
New York line of the army of the Revolution, 
praying indemnity for losses by commutation 
certificates; which were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Keith, son-in- 
law of Sarah Crandall, praying for an amendment 
of the act for her relief, approved July 27, 1854; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of Susan Hubbard and Wil- 
liam Logan, children and hevs of Major Samuel 
Logan, an officer in the New York line of the 
army of the Revolution, praying indemnity for 
losses by commutation certificates; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Hannah Kniffin, daughter 
of Major Samuel Logan, an officer in the New 
York line of the Continental army, praying in- 
demnity for losses by commutation certificates 
issued to her father; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Court Gridley, one of the 
sons of Captain John Gridley, deceased, of the 
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Massachusetts line, praying indemnity for losses 
on commutation certificates; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Dorothy Belknap and 
Rhoda Karnaghan, children and heirs of Captain 
Belknap, of a New York line, praying indem- 
nity for losses by commutation certificates; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. na 

Also, the petition of George Dorrance, child 
and heir of Captain David Dorrance, of the New 
York line, praying indemnity for losses by com- 
mutation certificates; which was referred to the 
Committee on ee Claims. 

Also, the petition of Cornelia Van Tuyl, daugh- 
ter and heir of George J. Denniston, lieutenant 
and quartermaster in the New York line in the 
revolutionary war, praying indemnity for losses 
by commutation certificates; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Abigail Hoornbeek and 
others, children of George P. Frost, deceased, 
praying annuity or half-pay for the services of 
ibeir father in the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. ° 

Also, the petition of Martha and Elizabeth 
Morrill, children and heirs-at-law of Joseph Mor- 
vil, lieutenant in the New York line in the revo- 
tationary war, praying indemnity for losses by 
commutation sivtdunaee: which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Francis M. Denniston, 
child and heir-at-law of Lieutenant Joseph Mor- 
rill, praying indemnity for losses by commutation 
certificates; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

He also presented a document relating to the 
claim of W. Maxwell Wood, surgeon in the 
Navy, for additional remuneration for services 
as bearer of dispatches at the breaking out of the 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee pn Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Brown, late a soldier 
in the United States Army, praying for a pension 
from the time he was wounded to the time when 
he was placed on the pension roll; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of settlers on the military reserve at Fort Atkin- 
son, lowa, praying for the right of preémption to 
certain lands; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Caroline Newington, 
praying the right of preémption to the land upon 
which certain public buildings, purchased by her 
at Fort Atkinson, Lowa, are located; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GEYER presented the memorial of Wil- 
son & Brothers, merchants of St. Louis, Mis- 
sourl, praying a return of duties paid by them on 
imported merchandise which was destroyed by 
fire while in transitu between the portof entry and 
the port of delivery; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented the memorial of 
Charles Stearns, praying indemnity for damages 
sustained in consequence of certain illegal prose- 
eutions of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DODGE presented the petition of mem- 
bers of the bar and officers of the United States 
district court for Wisconsin, praying an increase 
of the salary of the judge thereof; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the grand and petit jurors 
of the United States district court for Wiscon- 
sin for a change in the time of holding the court; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of Wil- 
tiam Foster for compensation for services rendered 
in opening the port of Manzanillo, in Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Aiso, the petition of William C. McDougal, 
praying compensation for assisting to take the 
census of California, in 1850; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of seventeen officers of the 
United States Army, stationed at Fort Fillmore 


and Albuquerque, New Mexico, praying that the 


ration commutation in the Army may be increased 





twenty cents; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I ask leave to 
present the petition of Osmond Peters, an officer 
in the revenue service, praying thathe and others 
in like condition may be included withia the pro- 
visions of the late act of Congress, giving bount 
land to those who served in any war in whidh 
the United States have been engaged. It is stated 
in the petition that this gentleman was detached 
forthe time being from the revenue service, and 
| served in the Florida war and afterwards in the 
| war with Mexico; but that the proper officers 
| have so construed the law as not to include 
| officers of the revenue service who were thus | 
| detached and put into the military service, within | 
its provisions. That law was originally report- 
|ed, I understand, from a select committee; as | 

this officer belongs to the revenue service, I sup- | 
pose the proper reference of his petition would be 
| to the Committee on Commerce. I move that it 
| be referred to that committee. ° 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. WELLER presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of California relating to the con- 
struction and establishment of military and post 
| roads across the plains; which were referred to | 
the Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads. | 
Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
California, praying that a bell-buoy may be 
| placed at the entrance to the harbor of San Fran- 
| cisco; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
California in relation to the Board of Land Com- 
| missioners; which were referred to the Committee 
/ on Public Lands. 
| _ Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
| California, for the construction of a military road 
from Sacramento Valley to Crescent City; which 
'were referred to the Committee on Military 

Affairs. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
California, relative to the payment of pensions 
| in the State of California; which were referred to 
| the Committee on Pensions. 
| Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
| California, praying for the construction of a 
| breakwater in the harbor at Crescent City; which 
| were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
_ Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
| California, in relation to the establishment of | 
 light-houses at Trinidad and Crescent City; which | 
| were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Also, joint résolutions of the Legislature of 
| Californias praying for the establishment of mail 
| routes in certain localities; which were referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads. : 
| Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of Cal-, 
| ifornia, relative to the establishment of an addi- 
| tional land district in that State; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

| Mr. SEWARD. A one the petition ’ 
e 

| 
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| Oscar Bullus, commander in the United States 
| Navy, who has been placed on the reserved list, 
| praying for action by Congress pon the trans- 
/ actions of the late Naval Board. I will state, 
| for the information of the body, that this officer 
suggests as a mode of overcoming the difficulty, 
that the persons who are placed on the retired 
| list for disabilities incurred in the faithful, proper, 
| and effective discharge of the service of the coun- 
try, should be promoted so as to take them one 
‘rank higher and save them being superseded 

by appointments in their places, but that it be 
done without pay. I move that the petition and 
comeengeneeee apers be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. LI ialso present the petition 
of Commander Samuel Lockwood, relating to 
the same subject, and ask for it the same refer- 
ence. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I present to the 
Senate the memorial of Captain John H. Graham, 
of Brooklyn, New York, a post captain in the 
United States Navy. In this memorial he sets 
forth in brief, yet modest and respectful terms, 
that on the flight of the 27th of November, 1812, 










December 17, 


oo 
he was wounded by the enemy on the Canadian 
shore, opposite Black Rock; in consequence of 
which he shortly afterwards suffered the am 
tation of one of his legs. He further sets forth 
that, in Route, i814, 

Saratoga, 
McDonough, which vanquished the British fleet 
in the memorable battle on Lake Gigagiain. He 


he was on board the 
e flag-ship of the late Commodor 


also states that shortly afterwards he was oy 
board the frigate United States, which sailed fo, 
the Mediterranean under Commodore Shaw, fo, 
the purpose of suppressing the depredations of te 
Algerines upon our merchant ships; but the object 
having been anticipated by Commodore Decatyr 
the matter was dismissed and he returned. : 

He further states that in 1816 he was appointed 
an acting lieutenant, and was ordered by the 
Navy Department to the recruiting service at 
New York, where he was performing active dut 
for about twelve years, under, perhaps, as many 
different commanders; that under the adminis. 
tration of President Tyler he was deputed to the 
same service as commander, where he remained 
for two years, until, by the order of Mr. Ban. 
croft, late Secretary of the Navy, he was detached 
from that service; and that since that period, for 
want of orders, he has been unemployed. 

The memorialist finally sets forth, that by the 
action of the board of naval officers he has beep 
transferred from the active-service list to the 
“reserved list,’? on ** furlough pay,’’ wherein 
he complains that great injustice ha been done 
him. ‘The prayer of the memorialist is, that, 
though in consequence of his physical infirmity, 
by the loss of a limb, he may not be able to com- 
ply with the terms of the law which prescribe 
‘* efficiency’? upon the ocean, yet, in considera- 
tion of the nature of the case, ne may be placed 
with other officers of his rank upon the most 
honorable list of retired officers, on ‘* leave-of- 
absence pay.’’ In other words, he prays that, 
although he may be in a degree disqualified for 
active sea service on account of physical disabil- 
ities incurred in the line of his duty, and while 
engaged in the battles of his country, he may, 
nevertheless, be relieved from a judgment con- 
signing him to a position which carries with it 
an implied imputation of professional or of moral 
delinquency. 

It 1s not my purpose, Mr. President, on the 
occasion of presenting this memorial to attempt 
to pass any strictures upon the doings of the 
naval board of officers under the recent act of 
Congress. Still further is it from my intention 
to attempt to impugn the motives of their action 
or to call in question the integrity of their pur- 

oses. But however pure and honorable nw 

ave been the motives and purposes by whic 

that board were controlled in their action, it is 
not to be denied or disguised, nor has it escaped 
public observation, that in some instances at least 
they have sadly misjudged; thatgrievous mistakes 
have been committed; and, as a necessary con- 
sequence, that serious wrong and injury have 
been inflicted upon meritorious officers. 

The case of CaptainGraham, whose memorial 
I now present, is indisputably a case of that 
character. Upon what evidence the board acted, 
upon what rule they proceeded, or by what prin- 
ciple they were governed in assigning him to the 
inferior list of retired officers, I do not know, he 
does not know—it is all unknown to the country. 
Without a hearing, without notice, without the 
assignment of a reason for it—after a period of 
forty-five years in his country’s service, always 
ready at her call, and bearing upon his person 
the insignia of his bravery and his sufferings in 
that service—he finds himself placed, not upon 
the primary list of retired officers, which ought 
to be made, if it be not now so regarded, a post 
of honor, but upon the a inferior list, 
which is understood by everybody and recog- 
nized by the country as a post of degradation. 
From this decision of the naval board he comes 
to Con with his appeal, and lays before 
them his professional anh igotvuse life in testi- 
mony of the wrong he suffered, and invokes for 
both the most rigid scrutiny asthe best refutation 
of any justifiable cause for the implied imputation 
whi be keeal feels has been cast upon a well- 
earned, and to him most dewtty- boughs, profes- 
sional reputation. 

My own know. of Captain Graham’s per 
sonal history authorizes me to say here in this 
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anata: ‘and in the face of the report of the 


Poard; what is equally well known to the naval 
service, that his rofessional life has been that | 
of a brave and gallant and chivalrous officer; that | 
his private life has been that of an intelligent and 
upright Christian citizen, whose honoris without 
reproach 5 whose purity of character is above sus- 
jcion. The physical infirmity under which he 
abors, in consequence of the loss of a limb in 
pattle, although it may disable him for efficient | 
service at sea, instead of consigning him to a post | 
of degradation, in any other country—yea, in any | 
other age—would have secured to him expres- 
sions of national gratitude in the bestowment of | 
honors and rewards and titles of distinction. 
Here too, sir, we have been in the habit of be- | 
stowing pensions, bounties, swords, medals, and 
brevets, as assurances of national gratitude, and 
marks of honorable distinction upon those who 
have been disabled by the accidents of war, or 
who have signalized their valor in its battles. 
This policy, and the principle on which this, as | 
well as other Governments, has hitherto acted, | 
seem to have been reversed, unintentionallythough | 
it may have been, by the recent action of the | 
naval board, unhappily in but too many instances. 
The victims of a mistaken judgment, whether few | 
or many, are entitled to a hearing and a remedy. 
The appeal from an unjust condemnation is made 
to Congress. In what manner, or by what meas- | 
ure of relief Congress may respond to the prayer 
of the complainants, it 1s not my province to 
indicate; but as this is an appropriate subject for 
the consideration of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom several petitions upon the like 
subject have already been committed, I move that 
this memorial be referred to that committee. 
The motion was ‘agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mrs. Frances M. 

Webster be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WADE, it was 
Ordered, That Sarah Vincent, widow of John Vincent, 

have leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 
On motion of Mr. JAMES, it was 
Ordered, That Edward Dexter have leave to withdraw 
his memorial and papers. 
On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 
Ordered, That the heirs of Robert Stockton have leave 
to withdraw their memorial and papers. 


On motion of Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That Shepherd Knapp have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers, for the purpose of presenting them 
before the Court of Claims. | 


On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 
Ordered, 'That the petition and papers of Cephise Piseros, 
widow of Louis Labranche, be withdrawn from the files of | 


> Senate, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
aims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. JAMES gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the modification of the 
patent laws, and for the increase of the salary of | 
the Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the con- 


struction of a custom-house at Ogdensburg, in | 
the State of New York. 


Mr. SUMNER gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to’ introduce a bill making appropria- 
tions to continue the public works in Massachu- 
Setts, 

Mr. WADE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor at the mouth of the Black river, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- | 
bor of Conneaut, Ohio; 2 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- | 
bor of Huron, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- | 
bor of Ashtabula, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- | 

| 
| 
| 


bor of Sandusky city, Obio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor of Cleveland, Ohio; and 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor of Fairport, Ohio. 

Mr. HARLAN ave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill in relation to the | 
five per cent. on the net proceeds of the sales of | 
public lands in the State of Iowa. 
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A bill for the relief of William Fie 


to ask leave to introduce the oe bills: 
d; 
A bill for the improvement of the navigation 


of the Mississippi river, below the mouth of the | 


Ohio; 


A bill for the improvement of the navigation | 


of the Arkansas river; 


A bill for the continuation of the improvement | 


of the navigation of Red river; 


A bill for the construction of a jail for the use | 


of the district court, at Van Buren, Arkansas; 
and 


A bill for the relief of the present and late | 


land officers in the States of Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas. 
MAIL FAILURES. 

Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to send to the 
Senate a copy of the memorial of citizens of NewrOrleans, 
complaining of the irregularity of the mail service between 
Washington and New Orleans. 

COMMITTEE CLERK. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance te offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be authorized 
to employ a clerk at the same annual compensation that is 


paid to the engrossing clerks in the office of the Secretary 
of the Senate. 


rience that it is obliged to have an old and expe- 
rienced clerk; and the only way to secure the 
services of such a man is to give him an annual 
compensation. I hope the resolution will be con- 
sidered now. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 17, 1855. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


House for the purpose of making an explanation 
of a personal character. 


of doing so again to-day. 
objection, he should like to be heard. 
No objection being made— 


Mr. DUNN proceeded to remark that it could 


of the House that for several days past some of 


Speaker of the House. 


dence. 


— of that kind. 


Mr. D. then read an extract from the Wash- 
ington correspondence of the New York Tribune 
of the 13th December, referring to the ineffectual 
This 
letter stated that Mr. Banxs still lacked six or | 
seven votes of an election, and that his friends 
were firm and resolute. They believed that so 
many votes could not now be concentrated on 
any other man, and their present purpose was 
to stand their ground, and let the country judge 
between them and the stragglers who prevented 
If the opposers of Mr. Banxs who 
were elected on the understanding of their con- 
stituents that they were hostile to the Nebraska | 
the wrong | 
their votes, 
Mr. Banks would at once be elected. The House 
remained disorganized and the public business 


attempts to elect a Speaker of the House. 


a choice. 


iniquity, and in favor of redressin 
involved in it, would simply withhold 


IONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SEBAST! AN gave notice of his intention 





I will say, in explanation of this resolution, 
that the Committee on Finance find from expe- | 


Mr. DUNN desired the general consent of the 


He had trespassed a 
little on the indulgence of the House on Satur- 
day last, and very much regretted the necessity 
Yet, if there was no 


not have escaped the attention of the members 


the public journals of the country had thought 
themselves called upon to hold up, as refractory 
and recreant, certain gentlemen who had not 
seen fit to cast their votes for Mr. Banks as 
He now wished to read 
some extracts from some of these papers, with a 
view of placing this whole matter right—for he 
thought that what he should say would place it 
right—without going at large into the motives | 
which had governed his conduct; for some of 
those motives rested upon matters that he could | 
not make public without a violation of confi- 
He would rather be subject to any 
amount of misrepresentation, than be guilty of 
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not vote for the anti-Nebraska candidate, but 
because they persisted in voting against him. 
Mr. D. said that this letter was signed ** H. 
G.,’’ and he believed the initials sufficiently in- 
dicated the writer. In regard to it, he had only 


| to say that he should not turn his back upon his 


country or ber cause, upon true manliness or his 
own honor, though the devil or Horace Greeley 
himself, or both of them together, should bid him 
do it. [Laughter and applause.] 

Mr. D. then proceeded to reply at length to 
other newspaper strictures on the course pur- 
sued by himself and those acting with him, and 
in the course of his remarks contrasted the views 
now entertained by the New York Tribune and 
Times with reference to Mr. Banks, with those 
held by the same journals during the pendency 
of the Nebraska-Kansas bill before the House, 
when they denounced Mr. B. for having aided 
in bringing that measure toa direct vote. 

In conclusion, he remarked that if gentlemen 
really desired an organization of the House, if 
they really desired to concentrate upon one man, 


|| they should, as a preliminary step, call off their 


dogs and send them to their kennels, where they 
properly belonged. They should then come to- 
gether as gentlemen of a like spirit, all conceding 
and all surrendering something to the common 
good; and, his word for it, there would be no 
more trouble, and no occasion for reflecting one 
upon another, or for others to reflect upon them. 

{Mr. D.’s remarks are withheld for revision, 
and will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to detain the House 
but a single moment, not, however, with a view 
to make an extended reply to the remarks of the 
distinguished gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Dunn.}] As to what has been suid by gentiemen 
of the New York press, either for or against me, I 
am not responsible. I have never solicited their 
support. in my brief period of public life, not 
altogether a quict one, I have selina upon myself 
alone. I have done that under all circumstances 
which my conviction taught me to be right. 1 
have always thought for myself, and I will always 
act for myself, whether the gentlemen of the New 
York Tribune or the gentlemen of the New York 
Times shall see fit to compliment or complain. 
I concede to them, under the institutions of this 
country, the largest liberty, either to praise or to 
censure—and I have not a word to say in regard 
to what they have said of me. But I beg my 
friend from Indiana not to hold me responsible 
for it. I am not under their direction, They 
have never undertaken to control me in any re- 
gard whatever, and I have never solicited their 
support. My dependence is upon the people I 
represent, and not upon the press of New York, 
and to them shall I look for instructions ip public 

| affairs. 

Mr. DUNN, (interrupting.) I distinetly stated, 
and I supposed the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts nalnateel me, that I did not hold him re- 
sponsible for those articles, but | objected to those 
gentlemen urging me to surrender upon their own 
ground. 

Mr. D. made a further remark which was not 
heard by the reporter. 

Mr. BANKS. The honorable gentleman is 

| undoubtedly correct. I address no complaint to 
him—none whatever. No living being has heard 
me lisp a word of inquiry even as to the corrett- 
ness of the gentleman’s course. He is free todo 
as he pleases, and I the same. But I desire to 
say to that gentleman, to the House, and to my 
constituents particularly, that I am independent 
of the direction of the New York press in every 
regard. 

One word more, as the gentleman has made 
allusion to my course, and especially to a collat- 
eral vote upon the Nebraska bill. It is undoubt- 
edly true, that I declared to the reporter of the 
New York Times what he has represented me 
as saying, that I would resist that measure to the 
last; and I say to-day that I never yielded, in 

| any particular, my opposition to the Nebraska 
|| bill. There was a question raised about a vote I 
gave at a particular stage of the proceedings, in 
common with other earnest opponents of that 
measure. I have now no reason for going into 
an explanation of that vote. Butallow me iv say 
| that { represent a constituency imbued with a 
| strong hostility to some of the institutions of this 


was arrested, not because these gentlemen would | country. I may say, perhaps, that I reprasent 
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the strongest anti-slavery district-in the United | eration of gentlemen on this floor, this is that 
States. When I went hometo my constituents, | time. Sir, I shall not utter one word here to-da 
these newspaper appeals were made against me; | designed to wound the feelings of any man o 


they were reprinted and circulated by gentle- 
men opposed to me. I had no newspaper to 
defend me I have never had newspapers to de- 
fend my course. I stood then, as | stand now, 
self-dependent, and defended my course with 
such ability as I had. I met my constituents 


| 


| 


| 


| 


face to face, and explained to them the circum- | 


stances under which I gave that vote. 


clothed with a majority of seven thousand—[ap- 
plause}—the largest majority, with a single ex- 
ception, any man ever received in the political 


contests of Massachusetts. 


The whole misunderstanding between the gen- | 


tleman from Indiana and myself about that vote, 
as it will appear to any man who will examine it, | 
grows out of the point of time when the question 
Before the special order to which the | 
entleman alluded was reached, accord- 
ing to well understood parliamentary law, it re- 


was taken. 
honorable 


quired two thirds to postpone it; but when it was 


reached, in the usual course of business, a ma- 
jority of the Committee of the Whole was com- 


petent to postpone it from day today. That I 
am right in this, my friend from Indiana will see 
if he will refer to the record. When the special 
order was reached, after the passage of the Ne- 


braska bill, the same special order was twice post- 


toe by a vote of a majority, as thad majority 
1ad power to do. 

Nebraska man was in the chair, [Mr. Chandler, 
of Pennsylvania.] What was done in the usual 


order of business, after the passage of the Ne- 


braska bill, would of course have been done by 
the Administration . 
had interfered with the success of that measure. 
No result followed that vote, according to my 


arty, if this special order 





} 


Instead of | 
defeating me, they returned me to this Congress 


the party with which I act and have acted; nor 
shall I say a word designed to wound the feel- 
ings of the gentlemen who belonged heretofore to 
the old national Whig party. Sir, I respect that 
ey: That party fought us in 1844 like men. 

hey fought us on principles—great cardinal, 
constitutional principles. Neither do I design to 
say one word intended to offend the Know Noth- 


ing or Opposition members of any party. If these 
| gentlemen meet on this floor determined to sup- 
| port liberal sentiments, to uphold the liberty of 


worshiping God and the freedom of speech, no 
man will go further than I in recognizing and 
yrotecting them in their social, political, and re- 
lieious freedom. But, sir, we have been here 
fifteen days, and as yet have not succeeded in 
getting an organization. I think the time has 
arrived when we should endeavor to effect an or- 
ganization of the House. And, sir, when my 
proposition shall have been read, you will per- 
ceive that there are points in it which deserve at 
least the favorable consideration of gentlemen on 
both sides of the House. I now ask that m 

proposition be read by the Clerk, and then I shall 
take the liberty of making a remark or two fur- 


| ther. 


judgment then and now, except the postpone- || 


ment of its final passage for a week; furnishing to 
gentlemen who had been deprived of it an oppor- 
tunity to express the sentiments of their con- 
stituents, and the country to demonstrate its 
hostility to the repeal of the prohibition of 1820. 
‘That is my understanding of the matter. 
characterized that vote as a blunder; no man has 
ever so characterized it in my presence with my 
consent. I do net now claim that it was right. 
I make no claim to infallibility. I only say 
[ did that which I thought to be right, in the sin- 
cerity of my heart, and my constituents sustained 
me in what I did. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I rise, Mr. Clerk, for the 


purpose of presenting to the House the proposi- | 
way of amendment, which I stated the | 


tion, b 
other day I would present. And, before I sub- 
mit it, I beg leave to say, in reference to the 
entlemen on this side of the House, with whom 
have been acting—with whom itis my pride and 
pleasure to act—and with whom I desire to con- 
tinue to act, that whatever may be thought of the 
roposition, it is the product solely of my own 


imagination; and no human being on earth is ac- | 


countable for it but myself. I regret, however, 
that my very distinguished colleague from the 
valley of Virginia [Mr. Lercner] should have, 
by accident or otherwise, (laughter, submitted 
on Saturday last one branch of my proposition, 
{renewed laughter.] I have furthermore to re- 
mark, that in what I shall say to the House on 
this occasion, or in what may be embraced in 
the proposition which I hold in my hand, I have 
no design of building up for mvyeett a popularity 
athome. Sir, I take this occasion to give notice 
to the House, as I did on every question which 
affected the matter last session, when I said that, 
if reélected, I would not, under any circumstances, 
again become a candidate for reélection to Con- 
ss, that that is still my determination. 1 am 
here, then, Mr. Clerk, for the last time. There 
is no possible circumstance that can induce me 
again to come to Congress. And I beg gentle- 
men to believe that in what I shall say on this 
occasion, or in the resolution which I shall pre- 
sent, there will not be a line for Buncombe. 

Mr. Clerk, I shall now send to the desk my 
preposition for the pu of having it read, and 
thereafter I shall ask leave to submit a few re- 
marks to the House. But before my proposition 
be read, I beg leave to say that, in my humble 
judg if ever there was a time which called 

ay and serious deliberation and consid- 


I never | 
|| ments. 


| 





Mr. McMuttu1n’s resolution was read, as fol- 
lows: 


an lle Whereas, great delay has occurred in the organization of 
This was done when an anti- | 


this House, to the detriment of the public service, in conse- 
quence of the diversity of opinion which prevails among 
the members thereof: Therefore, it is unanimously 

Resolved by the members of this House, That after its or- 
ganization no business shall be done except to pass the 
necessary appropriation bills; that the members shall, each 
and all, resign their seats and deliver their resignation to 
the Speaker hereafter to be chosen, to be forwarded by him 
to the Governors of the several States and Territories so 
soon as the appropriation bills shall have been passed. 
And to carry the provisions of said resolution into effect, 
{blank} shall be, and is hereby, declared the duly elected 
Speaker of this House, for the purpose aforesaid. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay that resolution on the table. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Lask, Mr. Clerk, that gen- 
tlemen will give me their attention for a few mo- 
As regards the resolution just read, I at 
least claim for myself that I have offered it in 
good faith; and if it be the purpose of the House 
to organize and pass the legitimate appropriation 
bills for the support of the Government of the 
country then I say to them ** you can effect this 
— y the adoption of this resolution.”’ 
do not mention in my proposition the name 
of any gentleman for Speaker; I leave a blank for 
thatpurpose. And allow me here to remark that, 
with all the attachment which I feel for the gen- 
tleman for whom I have been registering my vote, 
and for whom I shall continue to cast it, unless 
some proposition similar to that which I have 
submitted be adopted, I am ready to vote for 


I move to 


| another candidate who may be selected in accord- 





ance with my resolution. But I will continue to 
east my vote for Mr. Ricnarpson from now until 
the 4th of March twelvemonth, unless gentlemen 
come forward and —— 

Mr. DUNN, aging oe 


Will the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. 


cMuuu) allow me to 


| say a word in relation to his proposition? 


r.MeMULLIN. Certainly. 
Mr. DUNN. His resolution as I understand 
it, proposes that we should simply pass the ap- 
propriation bills. I ask him to accept as a modi- 


| fication or as an addition the following clause: 


‘*And a bill to repeal so much of the Kansas- 


| Nebraska bill as —_ the Missouri compro- 


mise.”? [Great laug ma 

Mr. McMULLIN. am sure the learned 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Dunn] does not 
ask me in cs faith to accept that proposition, 
ex es at I should accept it. 

r. DUNN was understood to say that if his 
amendment was accepted, he would vote for the 
resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman from In- 
diana has said that, if I will accept of his modifi- 
cation, he will vote for my proposition. Let me 
tell that gentleman, and the House, and the 
country, that one of the objects which I have in 
view in submitting my proposition, is that we 
shall pass the ordinary appropriation bills, so as 
to provide for the public service of the country. 
Let us pass them and go home, and submi 
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———— 
directly to the reves the very question to whic, 
8. 
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December 17, 


the gentleman all 

Sir, I need not attempt to disguise the facts 
The issue on the Kansas-Nebraska questig, 
has been distinctly made—made by the ven. 
able gentleman over the way, Mr. Grpprves, of 
Ohio, and others with whom he is acting Ry, 
1 am not disposed to discuss that question now 
At a proper time, after the House shall have o». 
ganized, I do desire to discuss it. But if gentjp. 
men desire to organize the House for practica) 
ees they can do so in the way which | 
ave proposed. 

Ihave but one remark more to make, and it js 
this: I was about to make it when interrupted } 
the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Dunn.] Wit 
all my partiality for the gentleman from Iilinois, 
[Mr. Ricuarpson,] for whom I castmy vote, and 
for whom I will continue to cast it unless some 
change shall be effected here by a proposition of 
compromise, there are some seventy-five other 
gentlemen here voting also for Mr. Ricwarpsoy, 
and—such is the confidence which I have in these 
seventy-five men—I tell the gentlemen on the 
other side that, with all my devotion and par. 
tiality for that gentleman for whom I have beep 
voting-—for many of them, if not for all of them—] 
would cast my vote forthe purpose of effecting ap 
organization of the House. Can you say that 
much over the way ? 

The gentleman from North Carolina, over the 
way, (Mr. Reape,] made a propoSition on Satur. 
day, by way of compromise, that the South 
should select a northern man. Sir, I ask the at. 
tention of the House to the fact that the South 
have presented a northern man? I ask that gen- 
tleman if the South have not done the very thing 
which he desired? Have they not presented that 
man in the person of Mr. Ricuarpson, of Illinois? 
Is not Mr. Ricnarpson a northern man? Is he 
not anational man? We have, then, complied 
with your proposition. I appeal to the gentleman 
himself who so eloquently made this appeal to 
the House, to say if we have not complied exactly 
with his proposition, although we have been un- 
able to elect our candidate. He also proposed-as 
a compromise that the North should select some 
southern man. Let them select such a man—see 
whether they cannot elect him. If gentlemen 
desire that the business of the Government shall 
be carried on, if they desire that the wheels of 
Government shall not stand still, let them fill the 
blank in my resolution with the name of some 
suitable man. It has been suggested that it should 
be filled with that of Mr. een Well, sir, I 
take pride in repeating what I have already said, 
that there are some seventy odd gentlemen in this 
Hall, any one of whom I would 7 see 
placed in the Speaker’s chair, to accomplish the 
organization of the House. 

r. Clerk, [ trust I shall be excused for de- 
taining the House this long. I have submitted 
the proposition now before you in good faith. If 
ever there were a time when the members of the 
House were called upon to exercise the most, 
kindly feeling towards each other, this is the 
time. Itis idle to disguise the fact; men in all 
sections are now looking upon the condition of 
the country as almost in a state of revolution. 
War is now in actual existence upon your border 
country, and that war is being waged upon this 
very question of slavery. i 

As I remarked before, when the organization 
of the House has been effected, I design to say 
something at length upon this question of slavery, 
in its effects upon the present condition of the 
country; but r desire to see that organization 
effected as soon as possible. I hope, therefore, 
that in reference to the resolution, gentlemen will 
look the matter right in the face—that they will 
vote directly either for or against it, and not 
dodge the question. And, by the way, in refer- 
ence to this motion to lay on the table, I doubt 
very much whether you have any table. At any 
rate, | hope gentlemen will not give the matter 
the go-by, in that manner. As I have said, ac- 
cording to my understanding of parliamen 
law, in the present condition of the House, 
doubt whether such a thing asa table can be rec- 
ognized until the House has been organized; but 
however that may be, I ask gentlemen to meet 
the matter fairly and squarely, and vote either for 
or against the proposition directly and upon 18 
merits. 

































